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AMHERST TOWN WARRANT 
The State of New Hampshire 
March 9, 2010 


To the inhabitants of the Town of Amherst in the County of Hillsborough and State of 
New Hampshire, qualified to vote in town affairs: 


You are hereby notified that the Annual Meeting of the Town of Amherst will be held, in 
accordance with “Senate Bill 2” (NHRSA 40:13). The first session, to transact all 
business other than voting, is on Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the 
Souhegan High School Auditorium. The second session, voting by official ballot at the 
polls is on Tuesday, March 9, 2010 at the Souhegan High School from 6:00 AM to 8:00 
PM. 


Article 21: To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing terms as follows: 
2 Selectmen for 3 Years 

1 Town Moderator for 2 Years 

1 Supervisor of the Checklist for 6 Years 

3 Library Trustees for 3 Years 

1 Zoning Board of Adjustment Member for 3 Years 

1 Trustee of the Trust Funds for 3 Years 

1 Cemetery Trustee for 3 Years 


Article 22: Road Reconstruction Bond 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of fifteen million dollars 
($15,000,000) (Gross Budget) to reconstruct approximately twenty-three miles of roads 
deemed in need of reconstruction as more particularly identified on the 2010 Proposed 
Road Reconstruction List derived from the Road Management Study of 2009, which list 
is dated January 11, 2010 and to authorize the issuance of bonds or notes therefore of not 
more than fifteen million dollars ($15,000,000) in accordance with the provisions of the 
Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate 
such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon and other conditions of 
the bonds or notes in their judgment, it being further understood that said bonding 
authority shall be on the condition that the Selectmen shall NOT issue or negotiate bonds 
or notes for this appropriation in any given year for more than four million ($4,000,000), 
it being contemplated that the overall bonding authority will not lapse until the project is 
completed but that the project will be completed in annual increments, borrowing for 
which shall not exceed four million in any given year, and to take all other action relative 
thereto. This is a special Article in accordance with RSA 32. 3/5 Ballot Vote Required 
(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this Article. ) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.23. 


Article 23: Open Space Land Bond 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of three million dollars 


($3,000,000) for the purchase of open space lands or other property interests as 


determined by the Selectmen and to authorize the issuance of bonds or notes therefore of 
not more than three million dollars ($3,000,000) in accordance with the provisions of the 
Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate 
such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon; and, further, that the 
amount raised and appropriated herein may be used to defray the costs attributable to due 
diligence inspections, title search charges, closing costs and other similar charges 
associated with any such acquisition. These funds may only be expended to meet 
conservation and passive recreation needs, except that an amount no greater than 25 
percent (or $750,000) of said $3,000,000 may be expended to acquire open space lands to 
meet active recreation needs, if such suitable parcels become available. 

(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 3-2 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee by a vote of 5-2 supports this Article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.17. 


Article 24: Recreation Land Purchase Bond (by petition) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of six hundred twenty five 
thousand and 00/100 ($625,000) (Gross Budget) to purchase a land parcel and further 
develop said parcel to replace Recreation Cemetery Fields, and to authorize said funds to 
be raised through the issuance of bonds, bond anticipation notes or serial notes therefore 
in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to 
authorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes in their judgment, and 
to further authorize the Selectmen to contract for and expend any Federal or State aid that 
may be available for this project and to further authorize interest earned on this bond to 
be utilized to pay for costs associated with the parcel purchase. It is contemplated that 
the amount to be raised by bonds or notes will be offset by available public or private 
grants, and other sources of donations of which the Board may become aware and in its 
discretion determine to accept; and the Board of Selectmen is authorized to accept such 
monies on behalf of the Town. 

(The Board of Selectmen has a split opinion with a vote of 2-2-1. The Ways and Means 
Committee by a vote of 6-1 supports this Article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.04. 


Article 25: Operating Budget 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not 
including appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted 
separately, the amounts set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by 
vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth herein, totaling $9,760,645. Should 
this article be defeated the default budget shall be $9,736,214 which is the same as last 
year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the town or by law; or the 
governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and 
XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only. This operating budget 
warrant article does not include appropriations contained in ANY other warrant articles. 
(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee by a vote of 4-3 supports this Article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.02. 


Article 26: Public Health Mosquito Surveillance and Control Program 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars 


($40,000) to develop a Public Health Mosquito Surveillance and Control Program. This 
program is designed to monitor and help prevent the presence of mosquito borne vector 
diseases in accordance with the state of New Hampshire Arboviral Surveillance, 
Prevention and Control Guidelines. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this Article. ) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.02. 


Article 27; Municipal Lease to Replace Transfer Station Scale 
To see if the municipality will vote to authorize the selectmen to enter into a three year 


lease agreement for $61,785 for the purpose of leasing a replacement transfer station 
scale for the Highway Department, and to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,595 for 
the first year's payment for that purpose. This lease agreement contains an escape clause. 
(Majority vote required). 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee by a vote of 3-4 does not support this Article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.01. 


Article 28: Submission of Fact Finder’s Report Per RSA 273-A:12 (IID)(a) 
To see whether the Town, pursuant to RSA 273-A:12, (III)(a) will vote to accept the 


findings and recommendation made by the Fact Finder in the matter between the Police 
Department Employees Union and the Town of Amherst, which findings and 
recommendation related to the following listed two (2) issues are set forth below: 
Issue # 1: Wages 
Recommendation regarding the appropriate salary schedule to be included in the 
Successor Agreement: 
ip The elimination of the first step of the current salary schedule and the addition of 
a two percent (2%) step to the upper end of the scale; 
Dp The inclusion of a provision in the Successor Agreement which would provide that 
employees who are currently at the maximum step of the existing scale shall receive this 
two percent (2%) increase retroactive to July 1, 2009; and otherwise continue the 
contractual practice of allowing movement through the step scale tied to the employee's 
anniversary date; 
i The implementation of the following wage increases on the designated dates: 
a. 4.95 % Across the Board retroactive to July 1, 2009 
b. Granting of all earned but outstanding Step increases retroactive to July 1, 
2009 pursuant to the contractual practice in effect during the Previous 
Agreement 
c. 0% Across the Board increases effective July I, 2010 
d. The inclusion of a contractual provision that the Parties reopen negotiations 
on the sole issue of the cost of living adjustment for the third year of the 
contract no later than September 15, 2010. 


Issue # 2: Armored Vests: 

Recommendation regarding the armored vest issue be included in the Successor 
Agreement: 

That Article 15, Section 5, as it appears in the Parties’ Previous Agreement, be modified 
to read as follows: 

“Officers required to wear protective body armor shall be issued body armor which has 
a warranty period still supported by the manufacturer. Officers will not be required to 
wear body armor with expired manufacture warranties. Officers who detect possible 
defects in the body armor shall bring this defect to the attention of the Chief of Police for 
replacement.” 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a no vote) 

This article has no tax impact. 


Article 29; Authorization for Optional Special Town Meeting to Consider Cost 


Items for Police Employees Union CBA 
Shall the Town, if article #28, (above), seeking the acceptance of the fact finders report is 


defeated, authorize the Selectmen to call one special meeting, at its option, to address 
article #28, cost items only? 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote) 

This article has no tax impact. 


Article 30: Purchase Ambulance from Capital Reserve 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and authorize the withdrawal from 


the Capital Reserve Fund established for this purpose (Ambulance Fund) the sum of One 
Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000) for the purpose of purchasing one fully 
equipped replacement Type I Emergency Response Ambulance, or take action relative 
thereto. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this Article.) 

This article has no tax impact. 


Article 31; Establish a Bridge Replacement Capital Reserve Fund 


To see if the Town will authorize the establishment of a Capital Reserve Fund (pursuant 
to RSA 35), which will be known as the Bridge Replacement Capital Reserve Fund and 
raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 to be placed in this fund the purpose of which 
shall be to provide for the orderly replacement of bridges in the Town of Amherst and 
appoint the selectmen as agents to expend from the fund. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this Article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.01. 


Article 32: Recreational Facilities Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to two hundred fifty 


thousand ($250,000.00) from the unexpended fund balance (surplus), to the extent that 
funds are available in said fund balance, that no additional amounts are raised from 


taxation, and authorize the deposit of said funds into the Recreational Facilities Capital 
Reserve Fund, previously established. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote) 

This article has no tax impact. 


Article 33: Fire Apparatus Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one hundred fifty 


thousand ($150,000) Dollars, to be added to the Fire Apparatus Capital Reserve Fund, 
previously established, and to further appoint the Selectmen as agents to expend from this 
fund in accordance with RSA 35:15 II or take any action relative thereto. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this Article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.08. 


Article 34: Ambulance Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-two thousand 


dollars ($22,000) to be added to the Ambulance Capital Reserve Fund previously 
established. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this Article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.01. 


Article 35: Assessing Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty-five thousand 


dollars ($35,000) to be added to the Assessing Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this Article. ) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.02. 


Article 36: Communications Center Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars 


($5,000) to be added to the Communications Center Capital Reserve Fund previously 
established. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this Article. ) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of less than $0.01. 


Article 37: Town 250" Anniversary Celebration Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars 


($5,000) to be added to the Town 250" Anniversary Celebration Capital Reserve Fund 
previously established. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this Article. ) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of less than $0.01. 
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Article 38: Forestview Cemetery Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of fifteen thousand dollars 


($15,000) to be added to the Forestview Cemetery Capital Reserve Fund previously 
established. 

(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 4-1 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this Article. ) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.01. 


Article 39: Town Computer System Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars 


($5,000) to be added to the Town Computer System Capital Reserve Fund previously 
established. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee by a vote of 6-1 supports this Article. ) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of less than $0.01. 


Article 40: Health and Human Service Agencies 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty five thousand 


dollars ($35,000) to support the health and human service agencies which provide service 
to Amherst residents, the amount of the grant and identity of the receiving organization to 
be determined by the Selectmen as they, in their judgment, deem appropriate; said 
agencies to include, but not necessarily be limited to, the following: Court Appointed 
Special Advocates for Children; American Red Cross; Big Brothers and Sisters; Host 
Homes; Bridges; Nashua Community Council; Home, Health and Hospice Care; 
Keystone Hall; Nashua Area Health Center; Opportunity Networks; St. Joseph 
Community Services; Child Advocacy Center; NH Association for the Blind; Souhegan 
Valley Transportation Collaborative: and Souhegan Valley Interfaith Housing Corp. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee by a vote of 3-4 does not support this Article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $0.02. 


Article 41: Resolution to Define Marriage (by petition) 


To see if the Town will vote to approve the following resolution to be forwarded to our 
State Representative(s), our State Senator, the Speaker of the House, and the Senate 
President. 
Resolved: The citizens of New Hampshire should be allowed to vote on an 
amendment to the New Hampshire Constitution that defines “marnage”. 


Article 42: Return to Town Meeting form of Government (by petition) 
Resolved that the Town of Amherst shall return to the Town Meeting form of 


government. Reversing the decision to move to the SB2 form of government; this to be 
accomplished as quickly as the legal and practical realities shall allow. 
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Article 43: To Create a Capital Reserve Fund for Transportation with an 
Additional Motor Vehicle Registration Fee (by petition) 


To see if the town will vote to collect an additional motor vehicle registration fee of 
$2.00 per vehicle for the purpose of supporting a municipal transportation fund for the 
purposes set forth in RSA 261:153 VI, and further, to vote to establish said fund which 
shall be a capital reserve fund established for this purpose and governed by the provisions 
of RSA 35. Proceeds from said fund are to be used to support eligible local 
transportation improvement projects, specifically public transportation, and furthermore, 
to appoint the Board of Selectmen as agents to expend from this Capital Reserve Fund. 


The funds may be used as matching funds for state or federal funds, and shall be 
appropriated by the legislative body of the Town of Amherst for purposes stated in the 
warrant article only. The funds shall not be used to offset any other non-transportation 
appropriations made by the Town. The additional fee shall be collected from all vehicles, 
both passenger and commercial, with the exception of all terrain vehicles, as defined in 
RSA 215-A:1, 1-b and antique motor vehicles or motorcycles, as defined in RSA 259:4. 


PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES 


Article 44: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. | as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 


Revise Art. III General Zoning Provisions, Sec. 3.2 Non-conforming Uses and Non- 
complying Setbacks, Para. 3.2.3: by adding after “Ifa structure contains a non- 


..or does not comply with Zoning setbacks ... and it is damaged by fire 


Article 45; Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 


Revise Art. III General Zoning Provisions, Sec. 3.4 Signs, Para. 3.4.3.3.9, by deleting 


paragraph and moving to Subsec. 3.4.4.2.2, as new Para, 3.4.4.2.2.5, and to Subsec. 
3.4.4.2.3 as new Para. 3.4.4.2.3.5. 


Article 46: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would:. 


Revise Art. IIT General Zoning Provisions, Sec. 3.4 Signs, Para. 3.4.4.2.2.3 by adding 


Article 47: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 


Revise Art. III General Zoning Provisions, Sec. 3.4 Signs, Subsec. 3.4.4.2.1 Special 
Cases, Para. 3.4.4.2.8 by deleting sentence: ‘Open Flags (Deleted 3.8.94)”, and adding 
to Subsec. 3.4.3.3 a new para: Para. 3.4.3.3.17 In the Business Sign District, one non- 
illuminated “OPEN” flag may be displayed for each separate business unit. No name, 
logo, or lettering other than the word “OPEN” may be displayed on such flags. Open 
flags may be displayed at the building during business hours and must be displayed at 
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the building entrance. Open flags shall be no more than three (3) feet in height and six 


(6) feet in length. Flag colors are limited to standard, non-fluorescent red, white, and 
blue. 


Article 48: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 5 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 


Revise Art. III General Zoning Provisions, Sec. 3.7 Building Regulations, Para. 3.7.1 by 
deleting sentence and changing to: See New Hampshire Building Code. 


Article 49; Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 6 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 


Revise Art. IIT General Zoning Provisions, Sec. 3.14 Renewable Energy Systems, Para. 
3.14.1 by deleting “...more than SKW but...” 


Article 50: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 7 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 


Revise Art. III General Zoning Provisions, Sec. 3.15 Home Occupations, Subsec. 3.15.6 
Prohibited Uses, Para. 3.15.6.8 by deleting entire paragraph and adding Daycare 
facilities larger than a maximum of six (6) children. 


Article 51: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 8 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 


Revise Art. III General Zoning Provisions, Sec. 3.18 Conditional Use Permits, Subsec. 
3.18.3 Standards Applicable to All Conditional Use Permits, Para. 3.18.3.1.5 by deleting 
the last sentence shown in parenthesis. 


Article 52: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 9 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 


Revise Art. IV Zoning Regulations, Sec. 4.3 Residential / Rural Zone, Subsec. 4.3.1 
Permitted Uses, Para. 4.3.1.9 by deleting paragraph. Sec. 4.4 Northern Transitional 
Zone, Subsec. 4.4.2 Permitted Uses, Para. 4.4.2.8 by deleting paragraph. Sec, 4.5 
Northern Rural Zone, Subsec. 4.5.2 Permitted Uses, Para. 4.5.2.9 by deleting 
paragraph. 


Article 53: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 10 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 
Revise Art, VI_Administration, Sec. 6.2 Building Permits, Certificates of Occupancy, Earth 
Removal Permits, Subsec. 6.2.1 Building Permits, Para. 6.2.1.1 by deleting “...all 
building and health laws and Ordinances.” and adding “‘...the Amherst Water Pollution 
Control Regulations and the New Hampshire Building Code.” 
Sec. 6.2 Building Permits, Certificates of Occupancy, Earth Removal Permits, Subsec. 
6.2.8 Second paragraph, by changing “...residential...” to “non-residential” és 

d ty as 


hundied and seventy five Walla 


Article 54; Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 11 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 
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adding a new definition: Event-Specific Sign: “4 temporary sign rad to announce an 
event such as a festival, parade, dance, meeting, church or club-sponsored event or 
tournament, or appearance by a political candidate or other speaker. 


Article 55: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 12 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 


Revise Art. III General Zoning Provisions, Sec. 3.4 Signs, Para. 3.4.3.3.9 by adding a 
new Para: Para. 3.4.3.3.9.1 One (1) off-premises directional sign for the purpose of 
directing the public to an “OPEN HOUSE.” Such sign may not exceed four (4) square 
feet of sign surface area. Messages must include the words “Open House” and shall be 
otherwise limited to name/address or identification, arrow or direction, and distance. 
Off-premises directional signs may be erected no earlier than one (1) day prior to the 
“OPEN HOUSE” and must be removed by the end of the day the “OPEN HOUSE” 


ends. 


Article 56: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 13 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance which amendment, if adopted, would: 
Revise Art. III, General Zoning Provisions, Sec. 3.4 Signs, Subsec. 3.4.4 Sign Standards, 
Para. 3.4.4.1 by adding a new Para: Para. 3.4.4.1.1 Temporary Signs for Activities or 
Events: Event-Specific Signs are permitted for display for a period not to exceed 
fifteen (15) days and must be removed at the end of the event, Event-Specific Signs 
must have permission of the property owner and receive a permit from the Zoning 
Office. Event-Specific advertising signs may not exceed twenty (20) square feet of 
surface area, and no more than two (2) such signs may be permitted for any event. In 
addition, up to ten (10) off-premises directional signs, not to exceed two (2) square feet 
per sign, may be permitted. 


Given under our hands and seal this 11"" day of January 2010. 


George Infanti, Chairman 
Thomas Grella, Vice Chairman 
Bruce Bowler 


A true copy of Warrant - ATTEST 
George Infanti, Chairman 


Thomas Grella, Vice Chairman 
Bruce Bowler 


AMENDMENTS TO THE WARRANT ARTICLES 
AS VOTED ON AT THE DELIBERATIVE SESSION 
FEBRUARY 3, 2010 


Article 23: Open Space Land Bond 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of three-mittien-dettars 


¢$3,000-000) two million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($2,250,000) for the 
purchase of open space lands or other property interests as determined by the Selectmen 
and to authorize the issuance of bonds or notes therefore of not more than three-nttien 
deHars-$3.900-600) two million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($2,250,000) in 
accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize 
the Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of 
interest thereon; and, further, that the amount raised and appropriated herein may be used 
to defray the costs attributable to due diligence inspections, title search charges, closing 
costs and other similar charges associated with any such acquisition. These funds may 
ae be ae to meet conservation and ee recreation needs. ee mceanat 


(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 3-2 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee supports this article by a vote of 5-2-0.) 
| This article has an estimated tax impact of $4-47.$0.13. 


Article 43: To Create a Capital Reserve Fund for Transportation with an 


Additional Motor Vehicle Registration Fee (by petition) 
To see if the town will vote to collect an additional motor vehicle registration fee of 


| $2.96 $1.50 per vehicle for the purpose of supporting a municipal transportation fund for 
the purposes set forth in RSA 261:153 VI, and further, to vote to establish said fund 
which shall be a capital reserve fund established for this purpose and governed by the 
provisions of RSA 35. Proceeds from said fund are to be used to support eligible local 
transportation improvement projects, specifically public transportation, and furthermore, 
to appoint the Board of Selectmen as agents to expend from this Capital Reserve Fund. 


The funds may be used as matching funds for state or federal funds, and shall be 
appropriated by the legislative body of the Town of Amherst for purposes stated in the 
warrant article only. The funds shall not be used to offset any other non-transportation 
appropriations made by the Town. The additional fee shall be collected from all vehicles, 
both passenger and commercial, with the exception of all terrain vehicles, as defined in 
RSA 215-A:1, 1-b and antique motor vehicles or motorcycles, as defined in RSA 259:4. 

| (The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 0-4-1 recommends a no vote.) The Ways and 
Means Committee unanimously recommends a no vote.) 
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN 


OF:_ AMHERST 
Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensuing Year January 1, to December 31, 
or Fiscal Year From _JULY 1, 2010 to JUNE 30, 2011 


IMPORTANT: 


Please read RSA 32:5 applicable to all municipalities. 


1. Use this form to list the operating budget and all special and individual warrant articles in the appropriate 
recommended and not recommended area. All proposed appropriations must be on this form. 


2. Hold at least one public hearing on this budget. 


3. When completed, a copy of the budget must be posted with the warrant. Another copy must be 
placed on file with the town clerk, and a copy sent to the Department of Revenue Administration 
at the address below within 20 days after the meeting. 


This form was posted with the warrant on (Date): 


GOVERNING BODY (SELECTMEN) 


Please sign in ink. 
Under penalites of perjury, | declare that | have examined the information contained in this form and to the best of my belief it is true, correct and complete. 


THIS BUDGET SHALL BE POSTED WITH THE TOWN WARRANT 


FOR DRA USE ONLY 


NH DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION 
P.O. BOX 487, CONCORD, NH 03302-0487 
(603)271-3397 


MS-6 
Rev. 08/09 
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Budget - Townof___ AMHERST FY 2041 
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**SPECIAL WARRANT ARTICLES™ 


Special warrant articles are defined in RSA 32:3,VI, as appropriations: 1) in petitioned warrant articles; 2) appropriations 
raised by bonds or notes; 3) appropriation to a separate fund created pursuant to law, such as capital reserv e funds or 
trust funds; 4) an appropriation designated on the w arrant as a special article or as a nonlapsing or nontransferable 
article, 
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Budget - Townof___ AMHERST FY 2014 
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DEFAULT BUDGET OF THE TOWN 


OF: AMHERST 
For the Ensuing Year January 1, to December 31, 
or Fiscal Year From _ July 1, 2010 to__ June 30, 2011 


RSA 40:13, IX (b) "Default budget” as used in this subdivision means the amount of the same 
appropriations as contained in the operating budget authorized for the previous year, reduced and 
increased, as the case may be, by debt service, contracts, and other obligations previously incurred or 
mandated by law, and reduced by one-time expenditures contained in the operating budget. For the 
purposes of this paragraph, one-time expenditures shall be appropriations not likely to recur in the 
succeeding budget, as determined by the governing body, unless the provisions of RSA 40:14-b are 
adopted, of the local political subdivision. 


1. Use this form to list the default budget calculation in the appropriate columns. 


2. Post this form or any amended version with proposed operating budget (MS-6 or MS-7) and the warrant. 


3. Per RSA 40:13, XI, (a), the default budget shall be disclosed at the first budget hearing. 


GOVERNING BODY (SELECTMEN) 


or 
Budget Committee if RSA 40:14-b is adopted 


Under penalties of perjury, | declare that | have examined the information contained in this form and to the best of my belief it is true, correct and complete. 


NH DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION 
P.O. BOX 487, CONCORD, NH 03302-0487 
(603)271-3397 


MS-DT 
Rev. 12/09 
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Default Budget - Town of AMHERST FY 2011 
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Default Budget - Town of AMHERST FY 2011 


Prior Year Reductions & Minus 


PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATIONS Adopted Increases 1-Time 
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Health ins rate increase, NH retirement rate increase, 
4210 contractual obligations Software licensing 


Health ins rate increase, NH retirement rate increase, 

contractual obligations 4215 
Health ins rate increase, NH retirement rate increase, 

Utilities, mandated obligations 


Diesel/Telephone 
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TOWN OF AMHERST 


FY 2011 Proposed Budget 

FY 09 FY 10 Adopted 

Actual Budget 
General Government Executive 286,078.48 331,609.94 
Election, Registration, and Vital Statistics 121,801.16 123,840.89 
Financial Administration 158,713.33 156,095.68 
Tax Collection 91,753.14 94,285.71 
Assessing and Revaluation of Property 189,174.07 175,798.52 
Legal Expenses 71,249.99 75,500.00 
Personnel Administration / Insurance 130,425.56 126,872.40 
Planning Board 27,787.03 18,650.00 
Zoning Department 205,310.02 215,800.49 
Zoning Board of Adjustment & Historic District 0.00 0.00 
General Government Buildings 269,128.37 273,978.85 
Cemeteries 44,969.19 43,432.60 
Property / Liability Insurance 82,374.00 90,882.00 
Police Department 1,731,753.46 1,834,467.18 
Emergency Medical Services 483,536.55 467,827.26 
Fire Department 377,653.86 409,385.13 
Emergency Management 2,106.88 7,176.50 
Public Safety Communications 347,943.58 364,201.22 
Public Works Administration 337,663.70 348,572.90 
Department of Public Works 2,201,626.92 2,293,075.05 
Street Lighting 25,277.55 26,679.82 
Souhegan Regional Landfill District 485,725.62 497,967.23 
Landfill Department 317,922.16 289,057.52 
Baboosic Lake Septic 0.00 6,000.00 
Health Administration 1,866.77 1,941.35 
Animal Control (Dog Officer) 0.00 400.00 
Health Agencies and Hospitals 34,901.00 36,000.00 
Welfare (Direct Assistance) 27,559.97 26,000.00 
Recreation Department 312,917.44 299,824.03 
Parks and Grounds 14,515.92 15,437.31 
Peabody Mill Environmental Center 24,929.97 24,929.97 
Library 757,809.81 801,790.29 
Patriotic Purposes 12,342.00 9,000.00 
Amherst Heritage Commission 0.00 535.00 
Conservation Commission 11,283.29 8,000.00 
Principal - Long Term Bonds and Notes 139,283.20 182,683.20 
Interest - Long Term Bonds and Notes 43,265.51 51,871.96 
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Proposed FY 
2011 Budget 
334,483.51 
125,657.36 
158,698.25 
95,954.53 
175,820.52 
76,000.00 
140,312.68 
18,050.00 
215,045.34 
0.00 
274,983.13 
45,755.23 
88,902.00 
1,887,181.97 
471,968.45 
422,010.03 
7,715.30 
361,957.03 
362,740.73 
2,349,317.11 
26,679.82 
444,732.14 
290,034.47 
0.00 
1,941.35 
400.00 

0.00 
26,000.00 
306,992.83 
15,608.75 
24,500.00 
819,198.70 
9,000.00 
535.00 
8,000.00 
144,156.70 
30,311.61 


_9,760,644.54 


Dollar 

Change 
2,873.57 
1,816.47 
2,602.57 
1,668.82 
22.00 
500.00 
13,440.28 
-600.00 
-755.15 
0.00 
1,004.28 
2,322.63 
-1,980.00 
52,714.79 
4,141.19 
12,624.90 
538.80 
-2,244.19 
14,167.83 
56,242.06 
0.00 
~53,235.09 
976.95 
-6,000.00 
0.00 
0.00 
-36,000.00 
0.00 
7,168.80 
171.44 
-429.97 
17,408.41 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
-38,526.50 
-21,560.35 


31,074.54 


% 
Change 
0.87 
1.47 
1.67 
1.77 
0.01 
0.66 
10.59 
-3.22 
0.35 
0.00 
0.37 
5.35 
-2.18 
2.87 
0.89 
3.08 
7.51 
-0.62 
4.06 
2.45 
0.00 
-10.69 
0.34 
-100.00 
0.00 
0.00 
-100.00 
0.00 
2.39 
Ll 
-1.72 
2.17 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
-21.09 
41.56 


0.32 


3120 
3185 
3186 
3189 
3190 
3210 
3220 
3230 
3290 
3319 
3351 
3352 
3353 
3354 
3356 
3359 
3379 
3401 
3403 
3404 
3501 
3502 
3504 
3506 
3508 
3509 
3912 


3915 


TOWN OF AMHERST 


FY 2011 Anticipated Revenues 


Land Use Change Tax 
Timber Tax 


Payment in Lieu of Taxes 


Other Taxes (Elderly & Welfare Liens Redeemed) 


Interest & Penalties on Deliquent Taxes 
Business Licenses & Permits 

Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 

Permit Fee Revenue 
Other Licenses, Permits, & Fees 
Federal Grants or Reimbursements 
Shared Revenues 

Meals & Rooms Tax Distribution 
Highway Block Grant 

Water Pollution Grant 

State & Federal Forest Land Reimbursement 
Other 
Other Intergovernmental Revenue 
Income from Departments 
Septic Usage Charge 

Landfill Income 
Sale of Municipal Property 

Interest on Investments 

Fines and Forfeits 

Insurance Dividends and Reimbursements 
Contributions and Donations 
Miscellaneous 

From Special Revenue Funds 


From Capital Reserve Funds 


ug 


FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 Dollar % 
Actual Anticipated Proposed Change Change 
150,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 0.00 0.00 
2,437.68 5,000.00 3,000.00 -2,000.00 — -40.00 
22,673.00 22,673.00 23,935.00 1,262.00 5.57 
16,160.78 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
150,523.74 145,000.00 150,000.00 5,000.00 3.45 
145,950.13 138,000.00 147,500.00 9,500.00 6.88 
2,098,610.06 2,200,000.00 2,224,000.00 24,000.00 1.09 
99,127.79 84,350.00 104,700.00 20,350.00 24.13 
19,598.00 19,650.00 20,250.00 600.00 3.05 
533.00 1,100.00 1,300.00 200.00 18.18 
86,790.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
516,993.97 517,936.00 517,936.00 0.00 0.00 
289,960.79 292,726.00 325,000.00 32,274.00 11.03 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
25.82 26.00 26.00 0.00 0.00 
11,142.79 1,325.00 0.00 -1,325.00 — -100.00 
68,746.97 70,200.00 70,200.00 0.00 0.00 
284,355.21 289,550.00 281,250.00 -8,300.00 -2.87 
0.00 74,583.50 0.00 -74,583.50 — -100.00 
98,960.63 94,875.00 95,000.00 125.00 0.13 
4,006.45 10,000.00 7,000.00 -3,000.00 — -30.00 
88,125.01 60,000.00 70,000.00 10,000.00 16.67 
12,258.00 12,000.00 11,775.00 -225.00 1.88 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
80,805.76 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
424778558 __—<4088,99450 = ——4,102,872.00 13,877.50 034 
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2009 BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S REPORT 


The Board of Selectmen’s report this year echoes many of the comments made last year as the 
state of the national economy continues to impact the way we try to operate your town. Our goal 
this year was to try to maintain our existing levels of service to the citizens, while continuing to 
look for any areas that could be reduced without impacting our community’s quality of life. Our 
town has operated on a default budget this year which has made our task even more daunting. 
We feel that the exceptional work of our dedicated employees and volunteers has allowed us to 
minimize the impact on our citizens of a default budget, but we are concerned that failing to 
properly fund our budget will have a detrimental effect on our town over the long term as we 
continue to defer needed projects and staffing. 


For the past several months the Board of Selectmen and the Department Heads, along with your 
Ways and Means committee, have been working on a proposed budget that will start on July 1. 
The reality of the economy, and the desire to minimize the impact of town government on our 
taxpayers, has made this project a very challenging task. We examined each budget line before 
accepting it, and discussed the impact that additional reductions would have on the long term 
welfare of our town. 


The overall proposed budget increase is 0.3%. We had to factor in many increases that were 
outside of our control. One of the larger expenses the town was handed is the State Retirement 
System contribution for our Police and Fire employees. This increase was created when the state 
legislators passed their state budget and increased each town's cost for this system, while 
reducing the state contribution. This increase of approximately thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) 
is nearly the amount that the entire town budget increased this year. 


The Board of Selectmen decided to not grant our employees any increase within the town pay 
scale. This was an extremely difficult decision to make, as we feel we have a hardworking 
dedicated group of employees and we have already lost two police officers to other 
municipalities that have a higher pay scale than Amherst. It has been the practice of the 
Selectmen to attempt to fairly compensate all of our employees in relation to municipalities 
around us, as we believe that contributes to a stable work force and saves the town money, but in 
this economic climate the funds were not available. This year the Board of Selectmen again 
decided that we would remove funding for the Health Agencies from the operating budget and 
make them their own warrant article. The citizens at last year’s deliberative session thought it 
was best to remain as part of the Operating Budget, so it was added back in. We have continued 
to hear, particularly in this economy, that our citizens should be able to decide whether tax 
dollars should be used to fund the non-profits that provide assistance to our citizens, so the 
decision was made to include support for these groups in a separate warrant article. 


The Selectmen will present a bond article to fix our roads which is similar to last year’s article 
which did not gather sufficient voter support. This year’s bond will be for a total of 15 million 
dollars which is the number that is needed to fix our bad roads that totals about 23 miles. To 
minimize the impact on our taxpayers, this bond article, limits the amount bonded in any one 
year to 4 million dollars, which also equates to the amount of work that can be completed in any 
one year. It is hoped that the passing of the bond will enable the town to get even better pricing 
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than was originally estimated as area contractors continue to seek work. 


The changes at the Transfer Station have now been in operation for a full year and have 
produced the results that all had hoped for. As was stated during the planning stages of this 
project, we are now able to compact several recyclables as well as utilize larger trash 
compactors. Some highlights of having the new system are that our residents no longer have to 
break down their cardboard boxes and stack them. Now that we are able to compact cardboard 
we recycled 48 more tons and yet had 32 less trips than last year. This year the Souhegan 
Regional Landfill District purchased a larger trailer for Amherst to be able to have larger loads 
and still fewer trips. We also saw improvements in other areas of the operation. We recycled 
about 10 more tons of mixed paper and had 29 less trips than last year. Although we recycled 
about 7 tons less of commingles, we reduced the number of trips from 90 to 28 by compacting 
the materials. In this economy our revenue on recyclables was down, but we are starting to see it 
increase again. Again, the more we recycle, the less it will cost to dispose of the trash and 
increase the revenue. 


The traffic enhancement project in the area adjacent to the Town Hall was completed this year. 
This project utilized federal funds for the majority of the cost and it was completed under budget. 
The work has greatly improved pedestrian safety in the area, and the redesign has caused motor 
vehicles to slow down as they travel the area. In addition, the improvements have definitely had 
a positive effect on the aesthetics of the area. 


Following the dedication of the Town Hall meeting room to the memory of Barbara Landry, the 
town’s first Town Administrator, a fund raising effort was made to construct a suitable table for 
this frequently used meeting room. Utilizing the donations, as well as a grant from the Bertha 
Rogers Trust Fund, a very appropriate tribute to Barbara’s memory was constructed and 
equipped without using any tax dollars. The room is dramatically more efficient now, and also 
much more fitting for conducting town business. 


In closing, we would like to thank our Town Administrator, Gary MacGuire for his guidance and 
dedication to the Board and the Town of Amherst. Finally, the Board of Selectmen would like to 
express our appreciation to all of the citizens of Amherst for their support as we all work 
together to maintain Amherst as a great place to live. 


George Infanti, Chairman 
Tom Grella, Vice-Chairman 
Brad Galinson 

Bruce Bowler 


Jim O’Mara 
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WAYS & MEANS ANNUAL REPORT 


The Ways and Means Committee would like to thank all Department Heads, Gary 
MacGuire, and the Board of Selectmen for providing the answers to our questions and the 
extra time put in throughout the 2011 budgeting process. It is apparent that the 
Department Heads are continuing to work well together to assist each other in providing 
efficient services to our citizens. We should encourage them to consider more cross- 
department prioritization. 


Observations: 
1. Ways & Means believes it is important that the town budget reflect necessary 
expenditures to comply with and be guided by a current Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP). We recognize that adhering to the CIP is challenging if the 
supporting capital reserve funds are not funded from year to year. 


2. Ways & Means believes that the budget should reflect prioritization of services 
across departments including maintaining infrastructure and essential services as 
opposed to non-essential services. 


3. We are concerned that, over time, under-budgeting will undermine the 
infrastructure of our town and potentially cause a reduced number or quality of 
services. Our citizenry may be faced with significant tax increases in the near 
future years to address the impact of under-budgeting which may also cause a 
series of default budgets, further impacting the infrastructure. 


4. Ways & Means believes that this proposed budget is transparent and that there is 
no “Fat.” As far as the minimal .32% increase, the concerns that remain relate to 
how the actual budget amount has been proportioned rather than the budget as a 
whole. 


5. As result of our budget review process, it is clear that the Department Heads have 
continued to grow their level of inter-departmental cooperation. It is this spirit of 
cooperation that has enabled the town of Amherst to weather difficult times such 


as these. 


Warrant Article Positions: 
For clarification, the votes are listed in sequence of “for - opposed — undecided” 


22) Road Reconstruction Bond: 7-0-0 
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a) Ways & Means committee supports this article unanimously and believes it is a 
multi-year project that will only increase in costs the longer there is a delay in 
implementing the work. 

b) This year’s warrant provides the authority to fund the total project, insuring that 
each year’s bonding and spending will have the desired result of reducing the total 
number of miles of failed roads. 

c) Based on the discussion and arguments put forward, the provisions to grant a total 
authority with annual limitations seems both prudent and appropriate. 

d) This warrant article capitalizes on current interest rates, allows for a long term 
strategic reconstruction plan with flexibility as needed for director discretion. 

e) Itis important to recognize that based on RFAC analysis, unless the town road 
maintenance spending is dramatically increased in the following years, ihe 
inventory of newly failed roads will outpace our ability to repair, and the town 
will find itself needing to pass a subsequent Road Reconstruction Warrants in 
several years. 


23) Open Space Land Bond: 5-2-0 


a) IN FAVOR: The voters can and should give the Board of Selectmen the authority 
to act to be able to compete for land when it becomes available. Open space land 
is important to our community for purposes of conservation and recreation needs. 
This warrant would provide purchasing authority over a three year period. 

b) OPPOSED: 

i) Although there are many valid reasons for the town to own property to 
remove it from development, it does not appear that the Board of Selectmen 
and the Open Space Advisory Committee are aligned on either the values of 
or the process for utilizing this important authority. 

ii) Given the short term impact to the use of Cemetery Fields for recreation, a 
stronger case is made to support the petition article for the purchase of 
recreation land. 


24) Recreation Land Purchase Bond: 6-1-0 


a) IN FAVOR: 

i) A separate warrant article is eligible for grants and additional funding which 
will provide the Recreation Commission more control. 

ii) Cemetery Fields will no longer be available for recreational land use by 
September 1, 2014 and new recreation land will be required to support the 
town’s needs. 

b) OPPOSED: The Open Space Acquisition Committee (OSAC) is the group 
responsible for land acquisition for the Town of Amherst. 
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25) Operating Budget: 4-3-0 
a) IN FAVOR: 

1) It takes a step in holding the line on spending. 

ii) It establishes a position on the Cost of Living increase. 

iii) As result of the department heads working together, with guidance from Gary 
MacGuire, the increase over last year’s budget is only .32% 

OPPOSED: 

1) Over time, Amherst could be faced with a series of default budgets as the 
current trend 1s leaning toward more significant increases due to lack of 
current funding. There has been no impact statement with regard to what it 
means to keep underfunding the infrastructure areas of the town and the 
potential impact of multiple default budgets. 

ii) There was no clear prioritization in the preparation of this budget. The 
increase could potentially remain low while funds are distributed based on 
priority. Although there is a significant interest in recreation and increase 
usage of the Library, town infrastructure needs funding. It is recommended 
that the departments, benefitting from maintenance performed by other town 
departments maintaining the town’s infrastructure, be flexible in adjusting 
their budgets. 

lil) Ways & Means recognizes that the DPW is a department in crisis. Not only is 
the road maintenance funding below what is recommended to avoid adding to 
the mileage needing to be reclaimed or reconstructed, the budget does not 
provide the department with the necessary funding to construct structures to 
adequately house and maintain the Town’s capital equipment (e.g., trucks, 
plows, etc.). 


b 


— 


26) Public Health Mosquito Surveillance and Control Program: 7-0-0 
a) Testing at a minimum is important for public health to better understand the 
health risks to our citizenry. 


27) Municipal Lease to Replace Transfer Station Scale: 3-4-0 
a) IN FAVOR: 
i) A cost analysis spreadsheet was prepared that indicated the most cost- 
effective approach is to replace the existing scale. 
ii) Even though the most cost effective method was to pay for it in one year to 
avoid lease interest charges, the request to replace the scale is supported. 
b) OPPOSED: 
i) Itis unclear what will happen if future lease payments are not approved. 
ii) It appears the current request does not include funding the required 
infrastructure changes. 
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iii) The existing scale is still working and we do not know how much longer it 
will last. 


28) Submission of Fact Finder’s Report Per RSA 273-A:12 (Ill)(a): no vote 


29) Authorization for Optional Special Town Meeting to Consider Cost Items for Police 
Employees Union CBA: no vote 


30) Purchase Ambulance from Capital Reserve: 7-0-0 
a) There is a detailed capital improvement plan regarding Ambulance replacement 
and the fleet is effectively managed to maximize the available years of use. 


31) Establish a Bridge Replacement Capital Reserve Fund: 7-0-0 
a) This capital reserve fund should not have been discontinued given the number of 
bridges in town. 
b) Now that there are three locations needing significant repair, this capital reserve 
fund must be funded to keep tax impact to a minimum. 


32) Recreational Facilities Capital Reserve Fund: no vote 


33) Fire Apparatus Capital Reserve Fund: 7-0-0 
a) The replacement cost of fire apparatus has increased to approximately $600,000. 
We need to be funding this replacement, over time, to avoid a significant impact 
to taxes. 


34) Ambulance Capital Reserve Fund: 7-0-0 
a) The average cost of an ambulance ranges from $130,000 to $200,000. Raising 
money gradually keeps the purchase at a minimal impact when it becomes 
necessary. 


35) Assessing Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund: 7-0-0 
a) Spreading the impact of this expensive mandated requirement, which is due in 
two years, minimizes the tax impact when compared with a lump sum 
expenditure. 


36) Communications Center Capital Reserve Fund: 7-0-0 
a) This capital reserve fund was established for the purpose of “purchasing new 
and/or replacement communications equipment” which includes the eventual 
replacement of the communications tower. 
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37) Town 250" Anniversary Celebration Capital Reserve Fund: 7-0-0 
a) It is important to celebrate the anniversary of our town and the monies to fund the 
effort are supported. 


38) Forestview Cemetery Capital Reserve Fund: 7-0-0 
a) The committee recognizes that this is a requirement mandated by the state and 
funding the capital reserve minimizes the tax impact to our residents by being 
spread over time. 


39) Town Computer System Capital Reserve Fund: 6-1-0 
a) IN FAVOR: 

1) This fund, as outlined in its original request in 2006, is for “the purchase of 
major computer system components, and/or critical software update for all 
Town Departments.” Should there be a significant impact to the Town 
technology infrastructure due to weather or other events, the cost of 
repair/replacement can be high. The capital reserve account will allow for this 
type of major purchase with little impact to the tax rate by funding it 
gradually. 

There are critical software applications used in Town operations which are 
aging and at some point will need to be upgraded or replaced. This capital 
reserve fund will allow for this as well with minimal tax impact in any single 
year. 

b) OPPOSED: There is no Capital Plan for the Town Computer System. 


—. 
—- 
_— 


40) Health & Human Service Agencies: 3-4-0 
a) IN FAVOR: It is appropriate for us to donate to organizations that provide 
needed services to residents of our town which the town could not afford to 
provide. 
b) OPPOSED: 
i) Tax dollars should not be used for charitable giving. 
ii) Residents should be able to give to the charitable organizations of their 
choice, not dictated by those outlined by a request of the town. 
lil) There may be tax advantages to individuals to make a personal donation that 
is not afforded in payments of a property tax bill. 
iv) Simply noting that an agency provides services to certain town citizens does 
not warrant use of public funds to support organizations which may have other 
political or social agendas (real or perceived). 


41) Resolution to Define Marriage: no vote 
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42) Return to Town Meeting form of Government: no vote 


43) To Create a Capital Reserve Fund for Transportation with an Additional Motor 
Vehicle Registration Fee: 0-7-0 
a) Not in favor of adding to car registration fees which recently increased. 
b) Do not want to set a precedent for future funding requests from other agencies. 


It has been our pleasure to serve the residents of Amherst as members of Ways & Means. 
We encourage everyone to participate in the process, to reach out to those involved with 
the process for more information, and to vote on March 9th. 


John Siemienowicz, Chair 
Charlene Carper 

Peter Eiche 

DiJon Fasoli 

Jack Kunkel 

John Maynard 

Deirdre Rogusky 

David Chen (Alternate) 
Steve Nelson (Alternate) 
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SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION - MS1 


LAND: Acres 
Current Use 6583.00 1,154,200.00 
Residential 8135.00 587,139,175.00 
Commerical/Industrial 877.00 75,293,425.00 


Non-Taxable ($33,697,100.00) 


BUILDINGS: 
Residential 1,018,482,950.00 
Manufactured 3,989,600.00 
Commercial/Industrial 148,275,450.00 


Non-Taxable ($64,876,000.00) 


UTILITIES: 
Electric 27,245,600.00 
Gas 2,856,800.00 
Water 5,443,800.00 
VALUATION BEFORE EXEMPTIONS: 1,869,881,000.00 
EXEMPTIONS OFF ASSESSED VALUE: 
Elderly (108) 13,289,800.00 
Blind (2) 86,000.00 
Totally & Permanently Disabled (6) 450.000.00 
Solar/Windpower (5) 25,500.00 
NET VALUATION AFTER EXEMPTIONS: 1,856,029,700.00 
EXEMPTIONS OFF GROSS TAX: 303,100.00 
Veterans (590) 
CURRENT USE REPORT 
Acres 
Farm Land 2328.00 No. of Owners Granted CU 191 
Forest Land 3156.00 No. of Parcels in CU 363 
Unproductive Land 49.00 
Wet Land 1050.00 


Rec. 20% Recreation Adj. 56.00 
Removed From CU 28.03 
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REPORT OF APPROPRIATIONS 
ACTUALLY VOTED 


(RSA 21-J:34) 


Date of Meeting:_March 10, 2009 


Town/City Of:___ Amherst County:__ Hillsborough 
Mailing Address:__ PO Box 960 
Amherst, NH 03031 


Phone #: 603-673-6041 Fax# 603-673-6794 E-Mail: 


Certificate of Appropriations 
(To be Completed After each Annual and Special Meeting) 


This is to certify that the information contained in this form, appropriations actually voted by the 
town/city meeting, was taken from official records and is complete to the best of our knowledge and 
belief. 


Governing Body (Selectmen) 


Please sign in ink. 


Date: 4/ | oF 


FOR DRA USE ONLY 


NH DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

P.O. BOX 487, CONCORD, NH 03302-0487 
(603)271-3397 
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REPORT OF APPROPRIATIONS 
ACTUALLY VOTED 


(RSA 21-J:34) 
Date of Meeting:_July 14, 2009 
Town/City Of:___ Amherst County:__Hillsborough 
Mailing Address:__PO Box 960 
Amherst, NH 03031 


Phone #: 603-673-6041 Fax# 603-673-6794 E-Mail: 


Certificate of Appropriations 
(To be Completed After each Annual and Special Meeting) 


This is to certify that the information contained in this form, appropriations actually voted by the 
town/city meeting, was taken from official records and is complete to the best of our knowledge and 
belief. 


Governing Body (Selectmen) 


Please sign in ink. 


Date: 721109 


FOR DRA USE ONLY 


NH DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

P.O, BOX 487, CONCORD, NH 03302-0487 
(603)271-3397 
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REVISED ESTIMATED REVENUES (RSA 21-J:34) 


City/Town: Amherst FY: 2010 
WARR. FOR USE BY RESERVED FOR USE 
ACCT.# SOURCE OF REVENUE ART.# MUNICIPALITY by DRA 
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MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION 
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REVISED ESTIMATED REVENUES (RSA 21-J:34) 


City/Town: Amherst FY: 2010 

| WARR. FOR USE BY RESERVED FOR USE 

! ACCT.# SOURCE OF REVENUE ART.# MUNICIPALITY by DRA 
MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX 
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REQUESTED OVERLAY (RSA 76:6) § 225000 


Finance Director 9/17/2009 
DATE 


PREPARER'S SIGNATURE AND TITLE 


NH DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION 
P.O. BOX 487, CONCORD, NH 03302-0487 


SUBMIT BY SEPTEMBER 1 TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE 


MS-4 
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at 


2009 


FORM F-65(MS-5) 


Ht # HHHE SHAE HE SHAH 


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION TOWN OF AMHERST 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION CHR BD SELECTMEN 
PO BOX 960 


Sic 


ral. oi Nhe 
hy 


AMHERST NH 03031 


iy 
ey igs 


(Please correct any error in name, address, and ZIP Code) 
State of New Hampshire 

PLEASE Department of Revenue Administration 
ANNUAL CITY/TOWN RETURN Municipal Services Division 
FINANCIAL REPORT COMPLETED P.O. Box 487 

FORM TO Concord, NH 03302-0487 
Telephone: (603) 271-3397 
GENERAL FUND - Revenues and expenditures for the period - Specify 


January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008 | --“ 
OR 


July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009 


A. REVENUES - Modified Accrual 


1. Revenue from taxes (Including state education) 
a. Property taxes (commitment less overlay 


(a) (b 
T01 
b. State and local taxes Reed Pee eee ty ea gee one ery ee 
assesed for school districts |$ 29,402,300.00 4933. fe amr iated. it e 

c. Land use change taxes - General Fund 3120 150,000 

Stay. | east ge Sea 
d. Land use change taxes - Conservation Fund 3121 

nsiatn|™ nc ae 
f. Timber taxes 3185 2,438 

sr ral wm bei a 
g. Payments in lieu of taxes 3186 22,673 
h. Other taxes (Explain on separate schedule) 3189 

ral 
i. Interest and penalties on delinquent taxes 3190 


j. Excavation Tax (@$.02 per cu. yd.) 


k. TOTAL (Excluding line 1b wertrceeceeees > 
2. TOTAL revenues for education purposes 

(This entry should be used by the few municipalities which 

have dependent school districts only) 
3. Revenue from licenses, permits, and fees 
a. Business licenses and permits 


01 
99 
145,950 
3220 2,098,495 
T29 
3230 99,128 


b. Motor vehicle permit fees 


36,793,851 


c. Building permits 
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tame GENERAL FUND (Continued 
A, REVENUES - Modified Accrual (Continued) 


(a) (b) 
T29 
3290 19,598 


2,363,171 


3. Revenue from licenses, permits and fees (Cont'd) 


d. Other licenses, permits, and fees 


e. TOTAL --------- 
4, Revenue from the federal government 
a. Housing and urban renewal (HUD) 


b. Environmental protection 
c. Other federal grants and reimbursements - Specify 


(FEMA; Homeland Security; COPPS) 


' cveeeesemeenseeennncnnsnnenreeneesenensererenenee 45, tare ghee eg 

5. Revenue from the State of New Hampshire 
a. Shared revenue block grant 3351 86,790 
b. Meals and rooms distribution 3352 516,994 


C46 
c. Highway block grant 3353 289,961 


a 

d, Water pollution grants 3354 
C50 

e. Housing and community development en a erry oe 
C89 

f. State and federal forest land reimbursement 
C89 


h. Other state grants and reimbursements - Specify 
ee pee 17, ee 


910, bale Tee ee 
Se 
Intergovernmental revenue - Other 3379 68,747 
7. Revenue from charges for services ae a eae 
(Exclude interfund transfers) 
a. Income from departments 3401 $ 286,055 
b. Water supply system charges 
AS) 
A81 


A92 
e. Electric user charges 
A01 
A60 
eS eo 
h. Transit or bus system 
itn a ge aya 
i. Parks and Recreation 
CS 
j. Cemeteries 


k. Toll Highways ADRS [teen CAR ENK PA A S| 


|. Other charges 


tin acelin, ae 385,380 
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lea GENERAL FUND (Continued 


A. REVENUES - Modified Accrual (Continued) Account No. 


8. Revenue from miscellaneous sources 


(a) (b 
U01 
a. Special assessments 3500 $ 
U11 
b. Sale of municipal property 3501 4,006 
U20 
c. Interest on investments 3502 88,125 
U40 
d. Rents of property 3503 
U30 
e. Fines and forfeits 3504 IZ20r 
U99 
3506 
U50 
3508 
1. TOTAL w=-eeceeecsensecencsessnssensecnartenceusncenscene > 


104, |, a 
9. Interfund operating transfers in 


a. Transfers from special revenue fund 3912 a 


b. Transfers from capital projects fund hie 
c. Transfers from proprietary funds | wate |i on eee 
d. Transfers from capital reserve fund 
e. Transfers from trust and agency funds 


{Transfers from conservation duns 3917 ae 


83, ee 


3934 Sa 


f, Insurance dividends and reimbursements 


g. Contributions and donations 


h. Other miscellaneous sources not otherwise classified 


J. TOTAL -----------——-na---=--n-nnvnnnonnornnnnenne = > 
10. Other financial sources 
a. Proceeds from long-term notes and 
general obligation bonds 


b. Proceeds from all other bonds 


40,754,970 


2,290,498 
1$ 43,045,468 


12. TOTAL FUND EQUITY (Beginning of year) 
(Should equal line B.2f, column b, page 9) —===seenese=-= > 
13, TOTAL OF LINES 11 AND 12 

(Should equal line 21, page 8) senceccecenee > 
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ame GENERAL FUND (Continued 
B. EXPENDITURES - Modified Accrual Account 
No. 


Total Construction 


expenditure 


Equipment and 
land purchases 


1. General government 


(a) (b) (c) (d) 
E29 G29 F29 
b. Election and registration 4140 122,218 
Pee eee 
c. Financial administration 4150 249,343 


re ee ae eee 
d. Revaluation of property 4152 189,314 
E25 G25 F25 
E29 G29 F29 
E29 G29 F29 
E31 G31 F31 
E03 G03 FO3 
E03 G03 FO3 
j. Insurance not otherwise allocated enemy Sapo 
E89 G89 F89 
k. Advertising and regional association a es |e eee 
G89 F89 
Yes | Some pam LER 
2 3 searols ds et 
2. Public safety 


E62 G62 F62 
a. Police 4210 1,720,813 | $ $ 


E32 G32 F32 
b. Ambulance 4215 482,166 

E24 G24 F24 
c. Fire 4220 400,658 26,473 

G66 F66 

d. Building inspection 4240 

E89 G89 F89 
e. Emergency management 4290 2,136 

E89 G89 F89 
f. Other public safety (including communications) 4299 345,501 


4301 aie era ed, 


|. Other general government 


GQ. TOTAL -------------------n-nn-nenneneneneceeeennenne > 
3. Airport/Aviation center 


a. Administration 


b. Airport operations 


(KO) | Be ee 
Remarks 


a 


jam GENERAL FUND (Continued 
B. EXPENDITURES - Modified Accrual (Continued) ate 


Equipment and 
land are 


Total 
expenditure 
4, Highways and streets hy (b) 


_ os 
b. Highways and streets 4312 = 225,683 27,117 


d. Street lighting 


e. Toll Highways 


f. Other highway, streets, and bridges 


GQ. TOTAL ~n--------=----0-neenennvnnnnsenvnnnennnnnnenes > 2,985,732 s— 27,117 — 


5. Sanitation 
a. Administration 4321 


ai a = 
E81 G81 F81 
c. Solid waste disposal “agen fo saya | oer a 
E81 G81 F81 
E80 G80 F80 


905, sia | je 100,992 


ceeeesenecceecsseusncsacen > 


g. TOTAL --------- 
6, Water distribution and treatment 


a. Administration 


b. Water services 


c. Water treatment 


d. Water conservation 


e. Other water 


7. Electric 
a. Administration 


b. Generation 


c. Purchase costs 


d. Equipment maintenance 


e. Other electric 
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‘-ugmem GENERAL FUND (Continued 
B. EXPENDITURES - Modified Accrual (Continued) 


8. Health 
a. Administration 
b. Pest Control 


c. Health agencies and hospitals 


d.Vital Statistics 


e. Other Health 


9. TOTAL expenditures for education purposes 
(This entry should be used by the few municipalities 
which have dependent school districts only) 

10. Welfare 


a. Administration 

b. Direct assistance 

c. Intergovernmental welfare payments 
d. Vendor payments 


e. Other welfare 


11. Culture and recreation 


a. Parks and recreation 


c. Patriotic purposes 


d. Other culture and recreation 


12. Conservation 


a. Administration 
b. Purchase of natural resources 
c. Other conservation 


d. TOTAL -------------- 
13. Redevelopment and housing 


a. Administration 


b. Redevelopment and housing 
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2h; ee ae aie | 


Equipment and 
land purchases 


Gio 


Construction 


F79 


i-liamm GENERAL FUND (Continued 
B, EXPENDITURES - Modified Accrual (Continued) 


14, Economic development 
a. Administration 
b. Economic development 
c. Other economic development 


GL SOW PAL ae a 
15. Debt service 


a. Principal long term bonds and notes 

b. Interest on long term bonds and notes 

c. Interest on tax and revenue anticipation notes 
d. Other debt service charges 


C. TOTAL -n-senen-en-nn-nnene= 
16. Capital outlay (not reported above) 


a. Land and improvements 

b. Machinery, vehicles, and equipment 
c. Buildings 

d. Improvements other than buildings 


C. TOTAL ~-------------a00n-n-~ 
17. Interfund operating transfers out 


a. Transfers to special revenue funds 
b. Transfers to capital projects funds 
c. Transfers to proprietary funds 

d. Transfers to capital reserve funds 


e. Transfers to expendable trust funds 


f. Transfers to non-expendable trust funds 


G.. TOTAL onennnanmmenceannsesonsenseencesnnseennssenee > 
Remarks 


Account Total 
expenditure 


144,156 


472) 37,427 


Pal 110,498 


Samra 
4915 165,757 | 
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Equipment and 
land purchases 


Construction 


udm GENERAL FUND (Continued 
B. EXPENDITURES - Modified Accrual (Continued) Total Equipment and Construction 
expenditure land purchases 


18. Payments to other governments 


a. Taxes assessed for county 
b. Taxes assessed for precincts/village districts 


c. Local education taxes assessed 


Qo 


d. Taxes assessed for state 


e. Payments to other governments 


$ 41,794,648 


20. TOTAL FUND EQUITY (End of year) 2 
(Should equal line B.2f, column c, on page 9 and ry a 


AS oc RIT 


line 13 on page 3, less line 19 above) -—--------------- > $ 1,250,820 


21. TOTAL OF LINES 19 AND 20 4 
(Should equal line 13 on page 3) ------------—- mal $ 43,045,468 


Part Il 


This area may be used to provide the detail requested wherever "Explain" or "Specify" 
is found. If additional space is needed, please go to page 10. 


Account 
number Item Amount 
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ical GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET - 


As of December 31, 2008 OR June 30, 2009 


A. ASSETS 


1. Current assets 
a. Cash and equivalents 
b. Investments 
c. Taxes receivable (From Section D, page 12) 
d. Tax liens receivable (From Section D, page 12) 
e. Accounts receivable 
f. Due from other governments 
g. Due from other funds 
h. Other current assets 


i. Tax deeded property (subject to resale) 


j. TOTAL ASSETS (Should equal line B3) ----- > 
B. LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
1. Current liabilities 


a. Warrants and accounts payable 

b. Compensated absences payable 

c. Contracts payable 

d. Due to other governments 

e. Due to school districts (From Section A, Page 12) 
f. Due to other funds 

g. Deferred revenue 

h. Notes payable - Current 

|. Bonds payable - Current 


j. Other payables 


k. TOTAL LIABILITIES ----------------------= —> 
2. Fund equity 


a. Reserve for encumbrances (Please detail on page 10) 
b. Reserve for continuing appropriations (Detail on p. 10) 
c. Reserve for appropriations voted from surplus 

d. Reserve for special purposes (Please detail on p. 10) 


e. Unreserved fund balance 


f. TOTAL FUND EQUITY —-------------------0------ > 
3. TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY ------- > 
(Should equal line A1j) 


sneccccenanennccnnscssscssees > 


Complete Page 12 Prior to Balance Sheet 
MODIFIED ACCRUAL 


End of year 
(c) 
15,222,644 


Beginning of year 


No. 

(2) 8 

1010 : 
110 | 
| 150 _ | 
1310 | 


1670 | 


16,064,383 


3,920,482 
375,088 
140,119 


4,256,753 
488,717 
143,793 

39,308 
49,065 
337,581 
10,923 


277,585 


$ 20,856,168} $ 20,548,784 


307,330 
262,176 


230,355 
262,176 


3,221 


175 


17,921,784 18,711,719 


90,318 


$ $ 19,297,964 


18,565,670 
81,475 
154,307 
15,000 
36,722 
963,316 


250,000 


259,100 
1,037,804 


9 2,200,498} $ 1,250,820 


$20,856,168 | $ 20,548,784 
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DETAIL 
This page may be used to provide the detail requested wherever "Explain" or "Specify" is found. If additional space is 
needed, please add extra pages using the following format. Please show the detail and the total for each. 


Account 
Number Item Amount 


( c 
General Govt 
Planning Board 
Police, Fire , Emergency Management, Public Safet 
Highway Dept-Materials 


Please Detail Reserves from page 9 (Balance Sheet 


Account 
Number Item Amount 
b G 


at. a eS ee 
PIN BA walk abe Magd | 1 | 0 oP esi a 154507 due oa 
ewe oe 
aR, ds Shoup eed de es 48 
ae Sartre Pa eee 
PSR [steele ipbedrelbenisr nnd Sefety Project}. S| oes | B00? | 


A. PLEASE LIST THE ANNUAL REQUIREMENTS TO AMORTIZE ALL GENERAL OBLIGATION 
(Debt as of (enter date) June 30, 2009 to the ensuring five years) 


(a) (b) (c) (d) 
Bt SEN FO 
planes a 
Fee ae ee 
Mya Ya nls 
FE se a 


1. |Rerainng periods of eb ea EO 
AS eee As rsas]s _essr|s 05,082 


TOTAL eapeeegerccee secs 
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990'6E¢e 


Jeok 
jO pus je 
s/O spuog 


$ 


ese'tr 


SU} pases 
spuog 


Siu} penss! 
spuog 


Buiuuibeq ye 
s/o spuog 


(9) 


yuUaWwAed wUSUI/e}SuUl oesoding 
jeuly jo ajeqQ jenuuy 


(a}ep Ajl9Eds aseajd4) 6002 ‘O€ BUNC YO 


O0Z ‘LE JequIa{eg Jo sy 


(q) 
uoijebljqo uoldiuosaq 


jeulbuoO 


1930 WH31-9NO7 AO NOLLVZILNOWV “G 
penuyjuod) INNA WHYSaNsa9 
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Part VI RECONCILIATIONS 
A. RECONCILIATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT LIABILITY 
1. School district liability at beginning of year 
(Account number 2075, column b, on page 9) 
2. Add: School district assessment for current year 
29,402,300 


3. TOTAL LIABILITY WITHIN CURRENT YEAR (Sum of lines 1 and 2) 29,402,300 
4. SUBTRACT: Payments made to school district < 29,402,300 > 
5. School district liability at end of year (lines 3 less line 4) 

(Account number 2075, column c, on page 9) 

B. RECONCILIATION OF TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES 

61V 

1. Short-term (TANS) debt at beginning of year $ - 

2. ADD: New issues during current year bio loot ea eer west 
3. SUBTRACT: Issues retired during current year 
4, Short-term (TANS) debt outstanding at end of year (Lines 1 + 2 - 3) 64V 
(Be sure to include (TANS) in Account number 2230, column c, page 9) $ - 
PLEASE REFER TO THE INSTRUCTIONS TO COMPLETE SECTIONS C AND D 
C. ALLOWANCE FOR ABATEMENTS Current year Prior years TOTAL 
WORKSHEET a (b) (c) 

1. Overlay/Allowance for Abatements (Beginning of year) * 229,462 252,162 481,624 
2. SUBTRACT: Abatements made (From tax collector's report) FR 2,925 2,925 
3, SUBTRACT: Discounts eae ee |. 
4. SUBTRACT: Refunds (Cash abatements) 222,022 tae 222,022 
5, ESTIMATED ALLOWANCE FOR ABATEMENTS AT END OF YEAR * 55,000 | ie 55,000 
6. Excess of estimate (Add to revenue on page 1, line 1a) 47,560 249,237 201,677 


*Use overlay amount for column (a) and use last year's balance of line 5, Allowance for Abatements 
for column b (see your form from last year). 
“The amount in column c will go into line 1(b) for next year's worksheet. 


1080 
taxes 1110 liens TOTALS 
a (b) (Cc) 
1. Uncollected, end of year 4,311,753 488,717 | 4,800,470 


2. SUBTRACT: "Overlay" carried forward as Allowance for Abatements ey ea 
(from Worksheet C, line 5) 55,000 55,000 
3, Receivable, end of year * 4 256,753 488,717} 4,745,470 


* (These amounts are entered on page 9, account numbers 1080 and 1110, column c) 


D. TAXES/LIENS RECEIVABLE WORKSHEET 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION WORKSHEET 
A. INTERGOVERNMENTAL EXPENDITURES 

Report payments made to the State or other local governments on reimbursement or 
cost-sharing basis. Do not include these expenditures in part VIII. 


Account 
Purpose No. Amount 
(a) (b) (c) 


Payments made to other local governments for: 


29,402,300 


ae el a ee 
M89 
All other - County 4931 1,884,561 


Femme oem made to State for: 
iin a 
(b) (c) 
L44 
at Se see 


C. DEBT OUTSTANDING, ISSUED, AND RETIRED 


Bonds outstanding 
Bonds during this fiscal year 


Long-term debt at the beginning of 


(b) (Cc) 
Interest on water Puss 
debt 


D. SALARIES AND WAGES 

Report here the total salaries and wages paid to all employees of your city before 
deductions for social security, retirement, etc. Include also salaries and wages paid to 
employees of any utility owned and operated by your government, as well as salaries and 
wages of city employees charged to construction projects. These amounts may be taken 


Total wages paid 
from the W3 form filed by your government for the year ended December 31. 


4,699,204 
E. CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT END OF FISCAL YEAR 


Report separately for each of the two types of funds listed below, the amount of cash on hand and on 
deposit and investments in Federal Government, Federal agency, State and local government, and 
non-govemmental securities. Report all investments at market value. Exclude accounts recivable, value 


Outstanding at the end of this 
this fiscal year 


of real property, and all non-security assets. 


Amount at end of fiscal year 
Type of fund Omit an 
(a) 


Bond funds - Unexpended proceeds from sale of bond issues held 
pending disbursement 
All other funds except employee retirement funds and nonexpendable trust funds. 15,794,809 
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Part XI CERTIFICATION 
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from 


Afficial records and is complete to the best of our knowledge and belief. 
LSTA" iene a Eee eee 
Lu DS WY 
EOL VAL, acme, anna te ccc Alabama 
[fA At YN f. 


eS 10) 7) 4 ae ee 


; 4ENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


When completed, one signed copy should be sent to the Department of Revenue Administration 
and one copy should be placed in your municipal records. 


Please be sure you have completed Part X, items A-D. 


WHEN TO FILE: (RSA. 21-J:34, V) For cities/towns reporting on a calendar year basis, this 
report must be filed on or before April 1. 


For cities/towns reporting on an optional fiscal year basis (year ending 
June 30), this report must be filed on or before September 1. 


WHERE TO FILE Department of Revenue Administration 
State of New Hampshire 
Municipal Services Division 
PO Box 487 
Concord, NH 03302-0487 
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 


2009 TAX RATE COMPUTATION 
Town Portion 
Tax Rates 
Gross Appropriations 10,554,458.00 
Less: Revenues ( 4,763,994.00) 
Less: Shared Revenues (0.00) 
Add: Overlay 179,374.00 
War Service Credits 303,100.00 
Net Town Appropriation 6,272,938.00 
Special Adjustment 0.00 
Approved Town Tax Effort 6,272,938.00 
Municipal Tax Rate 3.38 
School Portion 
Net Local School Budget 20,568,362.00 
Regional School Apportionment 12,939,046.00 
Less: Adequate Education Grant (4,187,162.00) 
State Education Taxes (3,907,778.00) 
Approved School(s) Tax Effort 25,412,500.00 
Local Education Tax Rate 13.69 
State Education Taxes 
Equalized Valuation (No Utilities) x 2.14 
1,830,340,826 3,907,778.00 
Divided by Local Assessed Valuation (No Utilities) 2.15 
1,820,483,500 
Excess State Education Taxes to be Remitted to State 0.00 
County Portion 
Due to County 1,803,632.00 
Less: Shared Revenues 0.00 
Approved County Tax Effort 1,803,632.00 
Approved County Tax Effort 0.97 
Total Property Taxes Assessed 37,396,816.00 
Less: War Service Credits (303,100.00) 
Add: Village District Commitment 0.00 
Total Property Tax Commitment 37,093,716.00 
Proof of Rate 
Net Assessed Valuation Tax Rate Assessment 
State Education Tax 1,820,483,500 Z15 3,907,778 
All Other Taxes 1,856,029,700 18.04 33,489,038 
37,396,816 
Total Rate 20.19 
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COMPARISON INVENTORY OF VALUATION FOR 
TAX COMPUTATION 


ae | 2006 2007 2008 (2009 
ORIEN writen Ant es wy cement om | 
667,135,700 | 664,472,900 | 664,807,300 | 663,586,800 
1,116,014,700 | 1,133,129,500 | 1,153,174,400 | 1,166,760,400 
a ee ee ee eee ere 
ern eae ay Pe rae Pee 
3,039,200 3,039,200 5,070,000 5,443,800 
2,451,000 2,451,000 2,774,000 2,856,800 
17,405,700 17,405,700 26,000,000 27,245,600 
Telephone oO Maced Urne eee | -0- OR eae | ty. oe 


Sora 400 4,189, $1500 Sse 500 eee 600 


aaa Valuation | 1, Ti 953,700 | 1, i= 687,900 1 aa 604,200 | 1, aia aati 881,000 
Before 
aon tions 


ee cere Sa seo 866,500 13 eee 800 
Exemptions 


/Blind =| 215,000 215,000 172,000 86,000 
Solar/Windpower | 25,500 25,500 25,500 25,500 


iol 4S mctaepeil betontael Oe 

Disabled 225,000 450,000 
Exemption 

Total Valuation | 1,797,408,700 1,811,571,400 1,842,351,200 1,856,029,700 
aaa Exem ae 


Less pe aE 895,900) (22 suse 900) (33,844 asgnocn ase 546,200) 
Pay 


1,820,483, a 


Net ——— 
without Utilities on 
which Tax Rate for 
State Education 
Tax is 
Computerized 


— »774,512,800 | 1, — 675,500 | 1,808, ae 200 
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Property 


Town Hall & Cemetery 
Library & Land 

Highway Dept. Land & Bldgs. 
Lot Line Change Parcel A 
Police/Rescue/Fire Land & Bldgs. 
South Fire Station 

Baboosic Lake Beach & Bldg. 
Baboosic Lake Land 
Baboosic Dump 

Jones Lot 

Meadowview Cemetery 

Tool House 

Howard Cemetery Addition 
Chestnut Hill Cemetery 
Cricket Corner Cemetery 
Potters Field 

Souhegan Regional Landfill 
Thibodeau Land 

Kurtick Land 

Cemetery Field 

Winslow Pit 

Peabody Mill Center 

Peabody Mill Center 

20 Greenwood Drive 

22 Greenwood Drive 

38 Colonel Wilkins Road 
Church Steeple 

Corduroy Road 

2 Fernwood Lane 

Pine Top Road 


Town Parks 


Village Tennis Courts & Land 
Village Fire Station Land 
Sullivan Land 

Courthouse Common 

Pierce Common 


Address Assessment 
2 Main Street 1,221,300 
14 Main Street 1,008,300 
22 Dodge Road 482,500 
22 Dodge Road 
175 & 177 Amherst Street 2,240,300 
62 Stearns Road 305,800 
25 Broadway 237,100 
20 Broadway 65,800 
92 Broadway 94,400 
37 Old Nashua Road 136,100 
Foundry Street 497,900 
18,800 
End of Sunset Road 216,400 
107 Chestnut Hill 14,500 
Boston Post & Corduroy Rds. 4,100 
Ponemah Road 10,000 
260 Route 101 375,700 
463 Boston Post Road 600 
Merrimack Road 200 
69 Merrimack Road 462,600 
Old Nashua Road 16,000 
66 Brook Road 451,600 
65 Brook Road 22,800 
400 
500 
3,000 
11 Church Street 200,000 
6,000 
77,800 
205,700 
Address Assessment 
5 Davis Lane 137,300 
105 Boston Post Road 85,000 
10 Oak Hill Drive 8,000 
Courthouse Rd. & Middle St. 3,600 
Pierce Lane 19,700 
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Town Parks 


Spalding Common 
Huntington Common 
School Street Park 
Mack Hill Common 
Carnage Road Common 
Main Street Common 
Boston Post Village Common 
Civil War Common 
Gault Land 

Bowling Alley Land 
Triangle at Broadway 
Skating Rink 

Beaver Brook Park 


Tax Deeded Property 


19 Broadway 

1 Corduroy Road 

35 Broadway 

Route 101 

4 Brookwood Drive 

49 Baboosic Lake Road 
32 West Street 

Route 101 (Rear) 

118 Christian Hill Road 
27 Ravine Road 

25 Ravine Road 

69 Broadway 

Route 101E 

11 Old Nashua Road 

6 Brimstone Hill 

6 Nathaniel Drive 

51 Baboosic Lake Road 
2 Clark Avenue 
Northfield Road 
Northfield Road 

33 Christian Hill Road 


Address 
Amherst & Main Streets 
155 Amherst & Courthouse 
Main & Middle Streets 
Mack Hill & Jones Roads 
Carriage Road & Main St. 
Main Street 
Boston Post Rd. & Middle St. 
School & Middle Streets 
34 West Street 
16 Milford Road 
36 Broadway 
13 Middle Street 
7 Manchester Road 
Acreage 

0.14 

1.00 

0.04 

0.70 

0.56 

2.88 

0.22 

1.18 

5.00 

0.90 

0.90 

0.66 

4.20 

5.50 

1.60 

1.70 

2.00 

0.94 

0.55 

0.23 

1.20 
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Assessment 


126,600 
9,300 
22,500 
900 
11,400 
139,200 
20,300 
21,500 
1,400 
100 

900 
180,600 
147,600 


Assessment 


9,400 
64,600 
800 
300 
84,600 
113,400 
49,700 
2,600 
231,900 
9,200 
4,600 
153,200 
277,700 
111,400 
180,900 
146,100 
57,200 
125,200 
4.200 
3,800 
15,000 


SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Tax Deeded Property Acreage Assessment 
Boston Post Road 1.30 70,200 
Tax Deeded Land 

Managed by Conservation Acreage Assessment 
Lyndeborough Road (Rear) 5.88 7,800 
Boston Post & Corduroy Rds. 2.50 6,500 
Chestnut Hill Road (Rear) 16.00 38,200 
Lyndeborough Road (Rear) 5.40 7,300 
1 & 3 Stearns Road 6.00 190,500 
2 Fairway Drive 14.00 39,000 
63 Old Manchester Road 17.50 108,600 
17 Windsor Drive 0.77 60,200 
19 Windsor Drive 0.70 117,900 
21 Windsor Drive 0.80 121,600 
Fairway Drive (Rear) 3.50 1,200 
Lyndeborough Road 0.06 0 
Grater Road 132)! 385,100 
24 Old Mont Vernon Road 17.91 220,100 


Land Managed by Conservation 


Bragdon Farm, Bedford 44.40 6311 c.u. 
Bragdon Farm 59.26 581,100 
Bragdon Farm 18.53 290,500 
Joppa Hill 105.83 668,800 
Joppa Hill 31.34 211,000 
Lindabury Orchard 46.94 616,500 
Bate Bequest 30.00 3000 c.u. 
Walnut Hill Road 2.00 18,100 
Conservation Land Acreage Assessment 
Joe English Reservation 558.00 3,183,600 
Brook Road 
Great Meadow 61.00 384,500 
61 Boston Post Road 
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Conservation Land Acreage Assessment 
Ross Bird Sanctuary 19.00 30,300 
35 Thornton Ferry I & Cobbler Ln. 
Caeser's Brook Reservation 40.66 416,100 
15 Mont Vernon Road 
Simeon Wilson-Near the River 10.00 244,200 
B & M Railroad 16.66 36,500 
Thornton Ferry II Road Rear 11.11 27,400 
Thornton Ferry II Road Rear 2.00 7,700 
46 Christian Hill Road 2.50 81,600 
Baboosic Lake Road Rear 8.79 3,100 
73 Broadway 2.30 50,800 
7 Manhattan Park 1.86 1,200 
55 Lyndeborough Road 9.98 204,800 
Austin Road Rear 32.00 137,600 
Nathaniel Drive Rear 60.00 132,000 
Fairway Drive Rear 6.00 6,000 
Lyndeborough Road Rear 68.00 567,900 
52 Lyndeborough Road 10.00 189,100 
23 Holly Hill Drive 1.69 148,900 
12 Holly Hill Drive 1.50 146,100 
21 Greenbriar Lane 1.50 171,900 
75 Boston Post Road 1.40 70,900 
14 Austin Road 128.00 1,385,800 
22 Old Mont Vernon Road 6.10 158,300 
15 Old Coach Lane 0.80 128,000 
3 Eaton Road 54.71 423,100 
2 & 4 Eaton Road 2.00 165,500 
36 Lyndeborough Road 4.40 119,000 
Pond Parish Road Rear 173.28 196,600 
10 Green Road: 18.38 273,100 
Horace Greeley Road 60.00 192,000 
5 Thornton Ferry II, 402 Boston Post 44.00 145,400 
226 Route 101 70.00 620,100 
Mack Hill Road 7.50 58,800 
Horace Greeley Road 20.00 71,200 
Pond Parish Road 28.11 436,600 
Pinetop Road 11.00 122,800 
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Conservation Land 

Acreage 
Brook Road 20.00 
Spring Road 5.09 
Sutton Court 67.84 
153 Wilson Hill Road, Merrimack 6.70 
Spring Road 26.63 
Merrimack, NH 3.50 
Huckabee Farm Lane 41.36 
Horace Greeley Road 17.80 
School Property 

Address 

Brick School & Chapel Museum 1 School Street 
Middle School 14 Cross Road 
Souhegan High School 412 Boston Post Road 
Clark School 14 Foundry Street 
Wilkins School 80 Boston Post Road 
Simeon Wilson Road Fields Simeon Wilson Road 
Amherst School District 418 Boston Post Road 
Amherst School District Bean Field Boston Post Road 
Amherst School District 4 Cross Road 
Amherst School District 13 Baboosic Lake Road 
Amherst School District Baboosic Lake Road 
Amherst School District Route 101 (Rear) 
ASD Spalding Field 10 Davis Ln/Christian Hill 
Conservation Easements 

Acreage 
Austin Road 34 
New Boston Road 1}! 
Amherst St./Boston Post Rd. 3 
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Assessment 
89,000 
11,100 

312,000 
175,900 
291,300 
49.500 
408,600 
1,200 


Assessment 
781,100 
7,532,100 
25,359,100 
1,619,700 
5,235,700 
104,800 
332,000 
170,500 
287,000 
71,500 
231,400 
5,500 
236,200 


208,300 


TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT 
JULY 1, 2008 - JUNE 30, 2009 


Uncollected Taxes 
Property Taxes 

Land Use Change 

Yield Taxes 

Septic 

Property Tax Credit Bal. 
Taxes Committed 
Property Taxes 

Land Use Change 

Yield Taxes 

Septic 

Overpayment 

Property Taxes - Refunds 
Current Use 

Interest on Late Tax 
TOTAL DEBTS 


Remitted to Treasurer 
Property Taxes 

Land Use Change 
Yield Taxes 

Interest 

Septic 

Conversion to Lien 
Abatements Made 
Property Tax 

Land Use Change 

Yield Taxes 

Septic 

Uncollected Taxes End 
of Fiscal Year 
Property Taxes 

Land Use Change 

Yield Taxes 

Septic 


Property Tax Credit Bal. 


TOTAL CREDITS 


2009 2008 
3,967,153.10 

8,329.22 

(49,090.97) 

18,421,982.00  18,949,033.00 
93,450.00 

73.18 1,664.50 
19,231.33 58,239.52 
27,030.88 

03 97,942.97 
18,441,986.81 23,153,752.22 


14,191,108.97  22,467,085.27 


93,450.00 

772.88 1,664.50 

0.3 97,942.97 

12837.54 62,178.23 

424,115.99 

2,924.75 
4.311,752.52 
0.3 

6,393.79 4,390.51 
(80,879.49) 

18,441,986.81 23,153,752.22 


19) 


2007 


0.00 


0.00 


Unredeemed Liens 
Liens Executed 
Interests & Costs 
Refunds 

TOTAL DEBTS 


Remittance 
Redemptions 
Interests & Costs 
Abatements 

Liens Deeded 
Unredeemed Liens 
TOTAL CREDITS 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Gail P. Stout 
Tax Collector 


2008 


456,562.54 
1,877.55 
458,440.09 


83,869.21 
1,877.55 


372,693.33 
458,440.09 
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2007 


253,911.52 


16,093.95 


270,005.47 


154,385.31 
16,093.95 


99,526.21 
270,005.47 


SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS 


2006 


113,650.06 


29,997.26 


143,647.32 


101,230.78 
29,997.26 


12,419.28 
143,647.32 


2005&P 


7,526.45 


338.57 


7,865.02 


3,447.80 
338.57 


4,078.65 
7,865.02 
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TREASURER'S COUPON & NOTE REGISTER 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
OPEN SPACE LAND PURCHASE MAP 7 LOT 47-6 


Payment Interest Total Remaining 
Date Principal — 30/360-3.56% Payment Balance 
4/24/08 300,000.00 
10/1/08 30,000.00 4,657.67 34,657.67 270,000.00 
4/1/09 4,806.00 4,806.00 270,000.00 
10/1/09 30,000.00 4,806.00 34,806.00 240,000.00 
4/1/10 4,272.00 4,272.00 240,000.00 
10/1/10 30,000.00 4,272.00 34,272.00 210,000.00 
4/1/11 3,738.00 3,738.00 210,000.00 
10/1/11 30,000.00 3,738.00 33,738.00 180,000.00 
4/1/12 3,204.00 3,204.00 180,000.00 
10/1/12 30,000.00 3,204.00 33,204.00 150,000.00 
4/1/13 2,670.00 2,670.00 150,000.00 
10/1/13 30,000.00 2,670.00 32,670.00 120,000.00 
4/1/14 2,136.00 2,136.00 120,000.00 
10/1/14 30,000.00 2,136.00 32,136.00 90,000.00 
4/1/15 1,602.00 1,602.00 90,000.00 
10/1/15 30,000.00 1,602.00 31,602.00 60,000.00 
4/1/16 1,068.00 1,068.00 60,000.00 
10/1/16 30,000.00 1,068.00 31,068.00 30,000.00 
4/1/17 534.00 534.00 30,000.00 
10/1/17 30,000.00 534.00 30,534.00 0.00 
Total 300,000.00 52,717.67 352,717.67 


85 


TREASURER'S COUPON & NOTE REGISTER 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
BABOOSIC LAKE SEPTIC SYSTEM PHASE II 
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Payment Total Remaining 
Date Principal Interest Payment Balance 
10/2/07 178500.00 
9/30/08 11900.00 3748.50 15648.50 166600.00 
3/31/09 3498.60 3498.60 166600.00 
9/30/09 11900.00 3498.60 15398.60 154700.00 
3/31/10 3248.70 3248.70 154700.00 
9/30/10 11900.00 3248.70 15148.70 142800.00 
3/31/11 2998.80 2998.80 142800.00 
9/30/11 11900.00 2998.80 14898.80 130900.00 
3/31/12 2748.90 2748.90 130900.00 
9/30/12 11900.00 2748.90 14648.90 119000.00 
3/31/13 2499.00 2499.00 119000.00 
9/30/13 11900.00 2499.00 14399.00 107100.00 
3/31/14 2249.10 2249.10 107100.00 
9/30/14 11900.00 2249.10 14149.10 95200.00 
3/31/15 1999.20 1999.20 95200.00 
9/30/15 11900.00 1999.20 13899.20 83300.00 
3/31/16 1749.30 1749.30 83300.00 
9/30/16 11900.00 1749.30 13649.30 71400.00 
3/31/17 1499.40 1499.40 71400.00 
9/30/17 11900.00 1499.40 13399.40 59500.00 
3/31/18 1249.50 1249.5 59500.00 
9/30/18 11900.00 1249.50 13149.50 47600.00 
3/31/19 999.60 999.60 47600.00 
9/30/19 11900.00 999.60 12899.60 35700.00 
3/31/20 749.70 749.70 35700.00 
9/30/20 11900.00 749.70 12649.70 23800.00 
3/31/21 499.80 499.80 23800.00 
9/30/21 11900.00 499.80 12399.80 11900.00 
3/31/22 249.90 249.90 11900.00 
9/30/22 11900.00 249.90 12149.90 
Total 178500.00 56227.50 234727.50 


PHASE I BABOOSIC LAKE BOND - 31.21% & TANKER BOND - 68.79% 


Coupon 
Date 


1/27/2007 
7/27/2007 
1/27/2008 
7/27/2008 
1/27/2009 
7/27/2009 
1/27/2010 
7/27/2010 
1/27/2011 
7/27/2011 
1/27/2012 
7/27/2012 
1/27/2013 
7/27/2013 
1/27/2014 
7/27/2014 
1/27/2015 
7/27/2015 
1/27/2016 
7/27/2016 


Total 


TREASURER'S COUPON & NOTE REGISTER 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 


Coupon 
Rate 


4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 
4.45 


Interest 


9507.79 
Dade. 1) 
8557.01 
8464.00 
7606.23 
7482.21 
6655.45 
6546.94 
5704.67 
5611.66 
4753.89 
4702.22 
3803.11 
3741.11 
2852.34 
2805.83 
1901.56 
1870.55 

950.78 

940.44 


103810.56 
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Principal 


0.00 
42383.20 
0.00 
42383.20 
0.00 
42383.20 
0.00 
42383.20 
0.00 
42383.20 
0.00 
42383.20 
0.00 
42383.20 
0.00 
42383.20 
0.00 
42383.20 
0.00 
42383.20 


423832.00 


Original 


Balance 


9507.79 
51735.97 
8557.01 
50847.20 
7606.23 
49865.41 
6655.45 
48930.14 
5704.67 
47994.86 
4753.89 
47085.42 
3803.11 
46124.31 
2852.34 
45189.03 
1901.56 
44253.75 
950.78 
43323.64 


527642.56 


Balance 


423812.00 
381448.80 
310000.00 
339065.60 
339065.60 
296682.40 
296682.40 
254299.20 
254299.20 
211916.00 
211916.00 
169532.80 
169532.80 
127149.60 
127149.50 
84766.40 
84766.40 
42383.20 
4383.20 
0.00 


TREASURER'S COUPON & NOTE REGISTER 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 


JOPPA HILL 
Coupon Coupon Peridoc Debt § Outstanding 
Date Rate Principal Interest Service Debt 

12/30/2003 4.020 42000.00 17768.40 59768.40 400000.00 
12/30/2004 4.020 45000.00 16080.00 61080.00 355000.00 
12/30/2005 4.020 45000.00 14271.00 59271.00 310000.00 
12/30/2006 4.020 45000.00 12462.00 57462.00 265000.00 
12/30/2007 4.020 45000.00 10653.00 55653.00 220000.00 
12/30/2008 4.020 45000.00 8844.00 53844.00 175000.00 
12/30/2009 4.020 45000.00 7035.00 52035.00 130000.00 
12/30/2010 4.020 45000.00 5226.00 50226.00 85000.00 
12/30/2011 4.020 45000.00 3417.00 48417.00 40000.00 

12/30/2012 4.020 40000.00 1608.00 41608.00 

Total 442000.00 97364.40 539364.40 


TREASURER'S COUPON & NOTE REGISTER 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 


LINDABURY ORCHARD 
Coupon Coupon Peridoc Debt © Outstanding 
Date Rate Principal Interest Service Debt 

2/25/2004 4.020 40000.00 16080.00 56080.00 360000.00 
3/25/2005 4.020 40000.00 14472.00 $4472.00 320000.00 
3/25/2006 4.020 40000.00 12864.00 52864.00 280000.00 
3/25/2007 4.020 40000.00 11256.00 51256.00 240000.00 
3/25/2008 4.020 40000.00 9648.00 49648.00 200000.00 
3/25/2009 4.020 40000.00 8040.00 48040.00 160000.00 
3/25/2010 4.020 40000.00 6432.00 46432.00 120000.00 
3/25/2011 4.020 40000.00 4824.00 44824.00 80000.00 
3/25/2012 4.020 40000.00 3216.00 43216.00 40000.00 

3/25/2013 4.020 40000.00 1608.00 41608.00 

Total 400000.00 88440.00 488440.00 
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AMHERST POLICE DEPARTMENT 
2009 Town Report 


The year has been a busy but productive one for the police department. The department 
has experienced increasing cases of assault, criminal threatening, criminal mischief, and 
burglary, while witnessing decreasing numbers in areas such as motor vehicle accidents 
and arrests. The police department has also been involved with some significant 
successes over the year, including the successful culmination of a large theft case 
involving the theft of funds from a local non-profit association, the apprehension of an 
escaped convict from the Sullivan House of Correction, and the quick arrest of a suspect 
in the first bank robbery Amherst has experienced in over 30 years. Additionally, the 
police department played an integral role in the initial response to the Mont Vernon home 
invasion and homicide, as well as the subsequent investigation and apprehension of the 
suspects in that case. 


Staffing wise, in keeping with previously established staffing levels, two vacant patrol 
officer positions were filled over the summer months. In June, Officer Sarah Arnold was 
hired. Sarah came to the Amherst Police Department with previous police related 
experience at the Hooksett Police Department. In August, Officer Nicholas Skiba was 
hired. Nick came to Amherst via the Alton Police Department, and because he was 
previously certified as a police officer in New Hampshire, fourteen weeks of police 
academy training were avoided. Since that time, the department has lost two other 
patrolman who left Amherst to work in nearby, larger departments, providing them the 
prospect of greater financial rewards. Pending a recruitment process, the department will 
utilize part time coverage, overtime hours, and scheduling adjustments to provide the 
necessary coverage to the town. 


During the year the police department received grant funding of approximately $20,000, 
which has allowed the acquisition of important equipment including radio repeater 
equipment, traffic radar units, and tactical ballistic gear. Because the grant will allow the 
department to purchase equipment which otherwise would have eventually come from 
town funding, it has been very beneficial. 


Additionally, working from the lessons learned during the December 2008 ice storm, and 
utilizing some of the newest available technologies, we have updated our ability to 
communicate with the community. The police department now has an account with the 
Nixle.com service, which is being used to communicate non-emergency but important 
information to subscribers via cell phone texting and e-mail. Nixle is being used for such 
things as traffic and accident advisories and other police or community news items. 
Additionally, the town’s emergency management team has subscribed to the CodeRED 
emergency notification system. The CodeRED system will be used to make emergency 
notifications in instances such as weather related emergencies, missing children, 
significant crimes, and hazardous material emergencies. All residents and interested 
parties are encouraged to sign up for these services. Electronic links are available via the 
police department web page, www.amherstpolice.com 
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The need for additional patrol coverage remains an issue. Funding for a new position 
was cut from the budget in the 2009-2010 default process, and a subsequent attempt to 
secure a federal grant to pay for three years of a patrol position was unsuccessful, as it 
was for most New Hampshire agencies that applied for the same funding. Given the 
current economic conditions, the pending budget does not contain funding for any 
additional patrol coverage. However, the increasing need must eventually be addressed. 


The department would like to remind everyone of the importance in reporting all unusual 
or suspicious activity that you may observe. A well timed telephone call from an 
observant resident can be the needed information to stop or solve a crime and can save 
hours of police work. The department has seen several cases in this past year which 
exemplify the value of an involved community, including the apprehension of the 
escaped convict previously mentioned. Additionally, we encourage everyone to take 
advantage of the services we provide, such as vacant house checks, the Good Morning 
Amherst senior citizen call-in program, home security evaluations, and help from the 
school resource officers with questions related to your child and the internet, to name just 
a few. 


The police department employees thank the many supportive residents, business people, 
other town employees and department heads, and community leaders for your continued 
help and support over the year in accomplishing our goal of providing the best police 
service available to our town. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Peter A. Lyon 
Chief of Police 
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Amherst Police Department 


2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
Miles of Patrol 258,420 261,341 257,493 253675 2309680 
MV Crashes 453 385 442 424 380 
Injuries 72 60 56 59 58 
Fatalities 1 1 2 1 0 
Arrests 720 723 529 494 486 
Adult 581 600 454 405 390 
Juvenile 139 123 75 89 96 

Crimes 
Arson 5 6 0 3 1 
Assaults 51 40 49 50 70 
Burglary 26 17 27 15 27 
Criminal Mischief 127 133 111 100 157 
Criminal Threatening 20 20 31 23 30 
Criminal Trespass 7 9 16 12 11 
Disorderly Conduct 6 4 8 9 g 
Drug Violations 98 101 84 59 71 
Drunkeness 15 13 20 17 25 
DWI 66 63 55 35 37 
Fraud/Forgery 448 271 75 78 88 
Liquor Law Violations 71 85 63 73 51 
Robbery 3 1 4 1 1 
Stolen Motor Vehicle 3 11 10 4 3 
Thefts 301 200 126 210 192 
Traffic Offenses 408 464 427 356 329 
Weapon Law 5 5 1 1 4 
Total Crimes 1,660 1,443 1241 1190 1269 
Traffic Stops 13,268 14,353 15,027 13,253 13,458 
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AMHERST PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 


The Amherst Public Safety Communications Centers mission is to provide the highest 
quality, cost effective Emergency Dispatch Services for our Public Safety Agencies 
protecting the residents of Amherst. In addition to emergency dispatching, the 
department serves the general public 24/7 with matters of customer service. The Amherst 
Public Safety Communications Center maintains a variety of in-house records 
management & system status management data, for each of our Public Safety Agencies. 


Over the last five years the town has realized the cost effective benefits of having its own 
Communications Team. We continue to receive positive feedback from the citizens of 
Amherst in addition to our Police, Fire, EMS and DPW public safety agencies. 


Direct oversight of the communications center is managed by Amherst Police Chief Peter 
Lyon. EMS Director Brian Gleason serves as a community relations liaison to the 
Communications Center and Amherst Fire Chief serves as a technical consultant for all 
radio electronics within the center. The center is overseen daily by Communication 
Supervisor Shawn Brewer who supervises a staff of seven communications specialists. 
Our center is located in Police Headquarters and is comprised of two multi-station 
“Computer Assisted Dispatch” consoles, a video surveillance station, state & county 
communications, fax/copier machine and kitchenette. This year the center has continued 
to enhance our VHF radio interoperatibility with local and regional mutual aid public 
safety providers via the addition of new state of the art federally funded digital 
communications equipment. The new grant funded enhancements to the center include 
(2) independent touch-screen CAD “Computer Assisted Dispatch” consoles and a state of 
the art digital EOC “Emergency Operations Center” communications radio linking all 
state, local and regional public safety agencies. Additionally, the communication center 
facility has been equipped with an “Emergency Management” roof mounted “HAM” 
radio antennae for direct communication to the state’s emergency operations center 
during catastrophic regional power outage incidents. 


The Amherst Public Safety Communications Center cares for our community 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. Each Amherst PSCC specialist makes a major commitment to 
our community and is ready to respond to any emergency. Amherst PSCC specialists 
undergo regular training in all aspects of emergency dispatch communications and are 
required to complete continuing education courses in order to meet state and national 
Emergency Medical Dispatching licensing requirements. During 2009, the Amherst 
Public Safety Communications Center handled over 61,000 calls for service. 


Listed below are the current members of Amherst Public Safety Communication Center 
Team who care for the people of our community 24/7/365 and whom have played an 
intricate role in the successful mitigation of many major catastrophic events this year 
including several major Fire incidents, severe motor vehicle accidents, numerous critical 
EMS calls and the difficulties of the extreme 2008 - 2009 winter snow and ice season. 
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Shawn Brewer Timothy Johnson —_ Rick Gagne Marsha Pomerleau 
Pam McKinney Gerry Beland Sharon Higley Danielle Gardiner 


Please visit our web site at www.amherstnh.gov for additional information. 

In light of continual Homeland Security Preparedness, now more than ever the Amherst 
Public Safety Communication Center specialists would like to thank the citizens of 
Amherst for their continued trust. Your continual support of the Communications Center 
and letters of encouragement contribute greatly to the success of our mission. 

More important than the letters however, is the appreciation for and faith in our abilities 
that it represents. In today’s world, our call-to-duty is challenged in so many ways that it 
is especially meaningful when our efforts are so generously recognized and rewarded by 
our community. 

On behalf of all of us in the PSCC, thank you for this opportunity to serve you. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Brian M. Gleason 
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AMHERST EMS 


The Amherst Department of Emergency Medical Services mission is to provide the 
highest quality, cost effective Basic and Advanced Life Support Emergency Medical 
Services, for the communities of Amherst and Mont Vernon. In addition to emergency 
medical transportation, the department has created the Amherst Academy of EMS. The 
Amherst Academy of EMS provides a variety of in-house Advanced Life Support and 
Basic Life Support EMS Education. During this past year the Academy held several 
formal EMT-refresher training programs and credentialed 6 EMT’s, 2 Paramedics and 3 
new EMT-Intermediates, including 2 members of the Amherst Fire Department. 
Additionally during 2009, Amherst EMS significantly enhanced its cardiac resuscitation 
and equipment capabilities with the addition of 3 warrant article approved “Zoll” brand 
12-lead ECG monitors, 5 AED-Pro’s for use on Amherst Police units and | “Auto-Pulse” 
automatic CPR compression board. 


Director Brian Gleason manages Amherst EMS, the Amherst Academy of EMS and is 
additionally a member of the Amherst Fire Department. As a member of the Amherst 
Fire Department, Director Gleason is responsible for providing “cross-training” 
opportunities for AFD members to become certified EMT’s. Amherst EMS is currently 
made up of approximately 16 EMT’s, 10 EMT-Intermediates, 11 Paramedics and 1 
Paramedic Student. All of our paramedics are certified in (ACLS/PALS) Advanced 
Cardiac Life Support & Pediatric Advanced Life Support, (CPAP) Continuous Positive 
Airway Pressure administration and the placement of (IO) Intraossious Needle Insertion. 


Our station is located on the lower level of Police Headquarters and is comprised of a 
complete living quarters, academic training center and vehicle storage facility. Our 
Paramedic Fleet includes two 2001 Ford F-350 4X4 Emergency Ambulances, a 2005 
Ford Explorer 4X4 Paramedic Response Vehicle donated by the Amherst Rescue Squad 
Association and a 2005 Ford Explorer 4X4 Directors Incident Command Vehicle which 
is equipped with Mass Causality Advanced Life Support EMS equipment and Fire 
Suppression protective gear. Additionally this past fall we finished converting a 28” 
Travel Trailer donated by Robert Proulx owner of “American K9 Country” into “Mobile 
Emergency Response Vehicle” that will be used as a mobile field Incident Command 
Center for all public safety agencies. This unit includes a conference room, 
communications center, computer/fax capabilities, complete bath and full kitchenette for 
on-scene rehab support. 


During 2008 - 2009, Amherst EMS responded to the needs of 706 patients. Amherst 
Police respond to all EMS calls as our 1° Responders and have equipped five police units 
with Automatic External Defibrillators and Oxygen supplies. Amherst Fire responds 
with Amherst EMS to all motor vehicle accidents, industrial accidents and responds on 
other medical calls as required to assist Amherst EMS. 


Amherst EMS cares for our community 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Each 
Amherst EMS member makes a major commitment to our community, spending on 
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average, approximately 48-72 hours a month on our call department, ready to respond to 
any emergency. Amherst EMS crewmembers undergo regular training in all aspects of 
emergency medical treatment and are required to complete continuing education courses 
in order to meet state and national EMT licensing requirements. 


Listed below are the members of Amherst EMS who cared for the people of our 
communities 24/7 during the 2009 year; 


Earlene Calabro Steve Brady Daniel Barton Matthew Conley 
Samantha Elich Lisa Lupo Mark Hume John Boissoneau 
John Hurd Lyn Hurd Richard Todd Jennifer Whitegiver 
Sandra Powers Ron Calabro Jack Kunkel Joan Kunkel 

Karen Lindquest = Mike Jolin Carol McEntee Brian Disco 

Caitlin Phelps Brian Gleason Jeff Cordts Katherine Lockwood 
Shaun Morrissey — Lynn Briggs Allen Peck James Lockwood 
Brian Quick Scott Smith Charles Njoroge Steve Vertigans 
Amy Rodier Darlene Davison __ Eric Hunter Kirk Garland 
Andrew Briggs 


During 2009, Amherst EMS was successfully awarded a Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) FY2008 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant in the amount of $85,000 for the installation of a diesel 
exhaust extraction system for all three public safety facilities. Installation of the system 
for the EMS/Police Complex, Central Fire Station and South Fire Station was finished on 
January 6, 2010 and is currently providing a cleaner breathing environment for our 
emergency public safety providers. 


Individuals interested in visiting Amherst EMS are encouraged to contact any of our 
members or call Amherst EMS at 673-7030 to schedule a tour. Please visit our web site 
at www.amherstnh.gov for additional information. 


In light of continual Homeland Security Elevated Threat Levels, now more than ever the 
Amherst EMS membership would like to thank the citizens of Amherst, Mont Vernon 
and the Amherst Lions Club for their continued support. Your generous contributions to 
Amherst EMS and letters of encouragement contribute greatly to the success of our 
mission. 


More important than the donations, however, is the appreciation for and faith in our 
abilities that it represents. In today’s world, our call-to-duty is challenged in so many 
ways that it is especially meaningful when our efforts are so generously recognized and 
rewarded by our community. 


On behalf of all of us at Amherst EMS, thank you for this opportunity to serve you. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Brian M. Gleason 


95 


AMHERST PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


The Amherst Public Health Department provides environmental health services for the 
protection of Amherst residents and visitors. This is achieved through food establishment 
regulation, inspections, food safety education and response to public health hazards that include 
communicable diseases. 


EMS Director Brian Gleason is the appointed Health Officer for the town of Amherst and is 
appointed by the State of New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. 
Additionally Director Gleason is Level IV certified in Homeland Security through the American 
College of Forensic Examiners. Katherine Lockwood, PhD and Charlie Tiedemann, Planning 
Director serve as Deputy Health Officers and play an instrumental role in the success of the 
department. 


The Health Department works in conjunction with the State of NH to ensure inspection 
compliance for all food establishments in Amherst, as well as temporary food establishments 
such as weekend festivals and the Farmer’s Market. The department also inspects in-home day 
cares, daycare centers, residential care facilities, nursery schools and foster homes. 


The Health Department also responds to citizen complaints related to local food service 
establishments, possible food-borne illnesses from these establishments, failed septic systems, 
sewer back-ups, improperly disposed of trash, unsanitary complaints and improper lead and 
asbestos abatements. 


In 2009, the department continued upgrading its documentation and communications systems. In 
addition, the Amherst Health Department participated in several pandemic flu planning drills and 
recently partnered with the Greater Nashua Public Health and the NH Department of Health and 
Human Services, to provide an emergency H1N1 vaccination clinic for the residents of Amherst. 


This initiative included fostering working relationships with public health officials in 
surrounding towns, participating in a community health assessment to assess community public 
health needs and offering public education classes on such topics as pandemic planning and 
awareness. The Town’s Health Department additionally participates in the Greater Nashua Area 
Emergency Planning Team, the regional Public Health Network and is working with the town’s 
Planning Department and Recreation Department to address the continued water quality needs of 
Baboosic Lake in conjunction with the NH Department of Environmental Services. 


The Amherst Health Department continues to be actively involved in monitoring West Nile 
Virus, Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) and providing public notification of the confirmation 
of EEE and personal protective measures required as recommended by the State of NH 
Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Public Health Services. 


In 2010, if successful via a town warrant article in March, the town will begin a comprehensive 
Arbovirus Illness, Surveillance, Prevention and Response Plan, to reduce the risk of residents 


being infected with West Nile virus and/or Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE). 


Respectfully submitted, 
Brian M. Gleason, Health Officer 
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AMHERST FIRE DEPARTMENT 


The Town is fortunate to be served by a Department that is primarily made up of paid-on- 
call personnel. Not only does this group of individuals handle emergency response to fire, 
rescue and hazardous materials incidents in the community, in addition to their fulltime 
jobs, they also average two evenings per month for Department meetings and training, as 
well as additional time devoted to obtaining higher levels of education and certification. 


The Department and its members play a large part in community events such as the 4" of 
July celebration, installing lights on the town’s Christmas tree, flooding of the town ice 
rink, the pancake breakfast and greeting Santa at the fire station. 


Deputy Chief Matthew Conley handles the prevention and investigation duties of the 
Department. In 2009 the Department conducted 613 inspections. Included are life safety 
inspections, site and building plans reviews, residential, propane, oil and 
woodstove/fireplace inspections, seasonal burning permit inspections, fire drills and 
Knox box inspections/installations. Due to the December 2008 Ice Storm, the department 
saw an increase in the inspection of Stationary House Stand-by Generator installations. 
During the Month of October the dedicated members of the department visit all of the 
schools to educate the children on fire safety. In the public schools the children 
participated in a program with four different educational stations such as Stop, Drop and 
Roll, Escape Plans, Know Your Firefighter and a fire apparatus demonstration. This year, 
the Department also conducted a fire prevention open house on October 4". The 
firefighters conducted live fire and rescue demonstrations. During the open house we also 
utilized the Hollis Fire Department Safety Trailer. 


During 2009, the Amherst Fire Department experienced a busy year for emergency 
responses. The year end total for responses was 449 calls for service. This was down 
from 629 calls in 2008. The significant reason for the increase in 2008 was due to the 
December ice storm. Our Routine calls are; Car Fires, Brush Fires, Appliance Fires, 
Motor Vehicle Accidents, Fire Alarm Activations, Carbon Monoxide incidents, 
Hazardous Condition Investigations and Service Calls.. Within the 449 calls for service 
the Amherst Fire Department responded to several major emergencies such as structure 
fires on Conifer Lane, Aglipay Drive, Mack Hill Road, Merrimack Road, Paul’s Way and 
Monticello Drive. The Department also provided mutual aid to several area communities 
during multi-alarm fires and major accidents. 


During the 4"" of July parade, the Fire Department pumped the departments first piece of 
fire apparatus, the Yankee, which celebrated its 200" Birthday last year. 


We have pretty much completed the restoration project of “Forestry #1”. This is being 
conducted in house by our firefighters on the old 4x4 Tanker. This vehicle, once 
completed, will be place in service as a Wildland firefighting unit. The new Poly tank has 
been installed and has the pumping capacity of 300 gallons per minute by using a 
mounted portable pump. With a donation from the Amherst Lions Club, the Department 
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was able to mount aluminum tool boxes on the vehicle for the storage of hose, handtools 
and other forestry gear for fighting wildland fires. Whereas this vehicle is all-wheel drive 
it will as be utilized during winter storms. The Department of Public Works will be 
utilizing the unit for flushing of storm drains and culverts as well. This vehicle will be an 
asset to the Amherst Fire Department for years to come. 


We continue to focus on providing challenging and relevant training to our personnel. 
This includes providing training to our firefighters and officers in the areas of fireground 
operations and firefighter safety. With the new federal standards regarding retro- 
reflectivity and roadway scene safety, the Fire Department continues to work with the 
other emergency services to be proactive in training and compliance. Our Training and 
Safety Captain continually monitors competency levels of our personnel as it relates to 
training and what direction we need to head in. Several different Department members 
over the past year have completed a variety of courses to include: Firefighter Level #1 
Program (188 Hours), Firefighter Level #2 Program (108 Hours), Haz-Mat Operations 
Level (24 Hours) Haz-Mat Technician (80 Hours), Fire Officer I & II (120 Hours), NFA 
Leadership I, II & III, Emergency Medical Technician Refresher Program (24 Hours) as 
well as the Swift Water Rescue Specialist Program. 


The Department continues in its recruitment drive to bring more volunteer/on-call 
firefighters into the Amherst Fire Department. The Committee, made up of several 
firefighters lead by Robert Schaumann, were instrumental in the recruitment of several 
new firefighters to augment the Department’s roster. This year alone, the Committee has 
recruited seven new members. 


In July the Department recognized the retirement of one of our long time members - 
Brian Quick. He was a long standing member of the Amherst Fire Department, as well as 
Amherst EMS, dedicating 28 years of service to the community. Brian will be missed by 
all and we wish him well in his retirement. 


The Amherst Fire Department has continued to work closely with our neighboring 
communities in an effort keep the lines of communications open which fosters a better 
working relationship. 


The Department continues to enjoy a cohesive working relationship with the Amherst 
Police Department and Amherst EMS, as well as Amherst DPW. I wish to thank my 
fellow Department Heads, as well as Town Administrator Gary MacGuire, the Board of 
Selectmen and the citizens for their support. 


In closing, I wish to thank the members of the Amherst Fire Department and their 
families for their support, dedication and hard work. I am fortunate as Fire Chief to have 
the quality of members that I do serving and protecting their community. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Richard A. Todd, Fire Chief. 
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AMHERST EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 


The Emergency Management function of the Town serves to prepare our community to 
address disasters, both natural and manmade, in a manner that minimizes personal injury 
and damage. In addition, the Emergency Management team, comprised of key elected 
and appointed officials in town, opens the Emergency Operations Center whenever 
necessary to manage events that arise during the year. The Emergency Management 
Director, in cooperation with the public safety department heads, have been meeting 
throughout the year to discuss different strategies in how to respond in differing types of 
emergencies. I believe this preparation was valuable during our most recent natural 
disaster, the December 2008 ICE STORM. 


After the Town of Amherst was back to normal after the storm, your Emergency 
Management team met to do an after action report outlining the strong points as well as 
the weak points in the town’s response and mitigation efforts. During the height of the 
storm approximately 7000 households were sent into darkness, some with ne means of 
communications. Your Emergency Management Team identified this as one of the action 
items that we needed to improve on. Members of the staff sought out different ideas to 
get communications out to the community. One was local cable access, unfortunately, 
when cable is out local cable access does not work. Therefore, in mid August we started 
looking at a program called CODE RED Emergency Notification. This program allows 
your community emergency management to make notifications to its citizens via land- 
line and cellular telephone. The Code Red system has a data base that it utilizes, but it is 
only as good as the information entered. Currently you can go the Town of Amherst Web 
Site and sign up for the notification service. One of the other issues was communications 
with the State of NH Emergency Management and Homeland Security. We have since 
installed an amateur radio antenna at the Emergency Operations Center to allow for 
Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES) to come in with their equipment and 
directly communicate with the EOC in Concord. 


The Amherst Emergency Management Agency, along with the Town of Milford, Mont 
Vernon and Lyndeborough has established a CERT Program (Community Emergency 
Response Team). This team called MIAMMO CERT will augment the Emergency 
Services within the area. At the end of May, the MIAMMO CERT had its first graduation 
of CERT Members. A total of 28 individuals completed training on different basic 
emergency response functions. We continue to seek out individuals interested in 
becoming part of the CERT team. MIAMMO CERT will be able to provide assistance 
not only in a natural disaster, but also assist local officials in community events, such as 
the 4" of July celebration as well as the Milford Annual Pumpkin Festival due to the fact 
that MIAMMO CERT will share personnel. The local coordinator for Amherst will be 
Amherst EM Deputy Director Holden. If you are interested in more information, please 
contact Chief/EMD Rick Todd at 673-1545. 


The team continues to work to improve the town Emergency Operations Center, located 
at the public safety complex. 
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In 2008, the Town of Amherst had a 28 foot self-contained recreational vehicle donated 
to the community. Your Emergency Management team had a vision to retrofit this unit 
into a Mobile Incident Response Unit. This unit has a full kitchen, small command area 
and a conference room in the rear. Capabilities include: providing shelter to emergency 
personnel, acting as a mobile command post during a man-made or natural emergency, 
assisting the Police Department during a major crime or accident or utilization of this 
vehicle as a first aid station at a community event. 


In closing, I would like to recognize and thank the employees who worked so hard to not 
only prepare us for the emergencies, but to those who actually respond to the 
emergencies that may take place. This includes our Police, Fire, Emergency Medical 
Services, the Department of Public Works and our Public Safety Communications 
Specialists. Deputy Director Don Holden, as well as Town Administrator Gary McGuire, 
EMS Chief Brian Gleason , DPW Director Bruce Berry, Police Chief Peter Lyon, and the 
other Department Heads, as well as the Chairman and the Board of Selectman. 


The Town of Amherst is very fortunate to have a dedicated team of Emergency 
Management personnel to serve the community. 


Sincerely, 


Rick Todd 
Fire Chief/Director of Emergency Management 
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2009 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


Town Buildings 


Buildings and Grounds Foreman Perry Day supervised the following work, 


Library: Contractors replaced the heating feed pipes and the four air handlers the pipes 
fed. After some upgrades to insulation in the oldest sections of the building, we anticipate 
strong payback in heating costs. The front walkway was completely reconstructed this 
summer. With contractor assistance, we repaired/replaced a failed sewer line between the 
building and D-box. 


“Town owned” Congregational Church Steeple area: Painting and repairs were 
completed to the steeple by P.M. MacKay Painting of Nashua through the town bidding 
process. This work took place during the same period the Church worked with its 
painting contractor. 


South Fire Station & Police Station: Public Works crews increased, improved, and 
upgraded the insulation to both buildings after each experienced ice damming and 
significant water damage. 


Central Fire Station: Temporary roof repairs were made to the flat sections over the 
apparatus bays in late Fall of 2009. Soft spots were found in the decking and more 
permanent repairs are planned for the summer of 2010. 


Municipal buildings town wide: many electrical and plumbing repairs and upgrades 
were made throughout the year. 


EMS Director Brian Gleason successfully secured a FEMA grant and DPW forces 
supervised the installation of “vehicle exhaust extraction systems” in the following 
buildings. 


Central Fire Station South Fire Station EMS building 
Roads 


This summer Public Works implemented the Road Funding Analysis Committee’s 
(RFAC) recommendation (adopted by the Board of Selectmen and endorsed by the Road 
Commission) and concentrated budgeted highway funds on preventative road 
maintenance/repairs. Every dollar invested in road preventative maintenance, keeps our 
good roads good. When routine maintenance is deferred, and roads deteriorate, the repair 
strategy becomes more complicated and repair costs may increase as much as fivefold. 


RFAC will once again present Amherst taxpayers with the choice of passing a bond to 


rebuild roads / road sections in fair or poor condition. If the article fails, these road 
repairs will be deferred. 
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RFAC has frequently urged the Department of Public Works and Board of Selectmen to 
increase the operating budget for road preventative maintenance. It is difficult to balance 
the condition of our economy, the inflation of road repair materials, and deterioration of 
our roads, but for now, I have chosen to defer this request to a future budget. 


The following work was done under the supervision of Lead Foreman David Herlihy. 


A. Approximately 4,200 cubic yards of roadside ditching material was removed from 
the following 16.8 miles of roads after funding became available July 1°; 


Amherst Street Boston Post Rd (area of Jasper Valley) Briarwood 
Broadway County Road (Upham to Merrimack T/L) Crestwood 
Cricket Corner Road Fernwood Hemlock Hill 
Border @ Amherst St Juniper Drive Martingale 
Merrimack Rd (101 to 122) | North Meadow Pond Parish 
Storybrook (spots) Ridgewood Ravine Rd 
Upham 


B. Twenty-nine thousand, eight hundred and two pounds of crack seal material was 
used on the following 13.392 miles of roads, 


Aglipay Dr. 3,178” Arrow Ln 1,051’ Austin Rd 1,113’ 
Beaver Brook Dr. 2,196’ Bloody Brook Rd 3,376’ Border St 1,502’ 
Boston Post Rd 1,257’ Briarwood Ln 1,264’ Brimstone Hill Rd770’ 
Broadway 423’ Brookwood Dr. 922’ Corduroy Rd 1,969” 
County Rd 3,480’ Crestwood Ct 1,080’ Cross Rd 3,059’ 
Fernwood Ln 1,070’ Flanders Rd 519” Green Rd 2,253’ 
Horace Greeley Rd 1,583’ Jones Rd 2,253’ Juniper Dr 3.070” 
Merrimack Rd 1,400’ Mont Vernon Rd 880’ North St 2,604’ 
Pinewood Dr 2,807’ Rhodora Dr 1,619” Saddle Hill Rd 3,732’ 
Seaverns Bridge Rd 476’ — Southfield Rd 1,343’ Steeple Ln 2,265’ 
Tamarack Ln 1,311’ The Flume 8,938’ Thornton Ferry Rd II 6,022’ 


Upham Rd 3,198’ 
C. Rubberized stone chip seal was used on the following 2.2 miles of road. 
County Road, - from Cricket Corner Road to the Merrimack town line 
Merrimack Road, - from the Route 101 overpass to the Route 122 intersection 
Upham Road, - from County Road to Spring Road 
D. Engineering Assistant John St Pierre supervised the Village Transportation 
Enhancement reconstruction project by Merrill Construction. This project not only 


improved pedestrian safety, it has also added a traffic calming effect to the area. 


E. Culverts, The Department of Environmental Services adopted new “Streamwater 
Crossing” rules that will make it more difficult and costly to replace failed culverts. 
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We hired outside engineering to guide us through new, more strident State and 
Federal regulations as we plan to replace two culvert pipes located on Northern 
Boulevard. I anticipate this will become the most expensive 200’ of culvert pipe 
installed to date. 


Our Department replaced culverts under the following roads, 


Pine Road (40’) Juniper Drive (60’) Ravine Rd (40’) 
Broadway (30’ + 600’ underdrain) County Road (100’) 


F. Catch Basins were repaired or replaced on the following roads, 


Juniper Drive (2) Amherst Street (2) Broadway (1) 
Border Street (1) 


G. As part of our “Best Management Practices” all catch basins are cleaned at least once 
per year. 


H. Roads are swept yearly in the Center of Town, Industrial Park, many subdivisions and 
all four school parking areas. Removing sand and debris from our streets reduces 
more costly ditching measures. 


I. For as many days possible over a three month period, a rented (heated) asphalt patch 
trailer (and a crew of two) made its way around town, making permanent repairs to 
damaged road sections. 


J. We were able to mow approximately 145 lane miles of road shoulder. 


K. We trimmed and brushed (with chainsaws) approximately 3.1 miles of roads. The 
removal of saplings from the road edge increases road safety. 


EPA Stormwater Management Plans 


The first Stormwater permit issued by EPA in 2003 was designed to cover a five year 
period. The Public Works Director and Engineering Assistant attended a public hearing 
in Portsmouth in January 2009 covering the proposed new permit. Based on review, we 
have every reason to believe this second generation permit will be more comprehensive 
and costly to the Town of Amherst. 


Since inception, Amherst has utilized engineering students to meet EPA’s requirements, 
supervised by the DPW Director and/or Town Engineering Assistant. EPA reviews each 
town’s yearly progress through a detailed reporting system and has already fined one 
municipality for noncompliance. We cannot open the door to be fined for noncompliance 
compounded by the cost to comply. In this economy, we must be frugal with our budgets. 
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Phase IV Baboosic Lake Septic 


Eight to ten homes will be added to the community septic partially funded (50%) under 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The contract has been awarded, and 
construction will commence in the Spring of 2010. 


Town Commons 


Under the guidance of Buildings and Grounds Foreman Perry Day, Charles Duval, 
Michael Donnelly along with other full and part-time Public Works employees and the 
Hillsborough County workers our commons and town building lawns were kept in a 
manner all residents can be proud of. 


Transfer Station 


The renovation mission was to increase recycling, and reduce transportation costs. We 
accomplished this through larger containers and/or compaction of recyclables. In 
comparison to the previous year, as we closed out 2009 we transported 201 fewer loads, 
reduced trash by 209 tons and even in this economic downturn with less newsprint, we 
have increased overall recycling by 40.12 ton. Soon, steel cans and some plastics will be 
diverted from commingles to their own containers and while it won’t change the overall 
tonnage it will improve revenue. 


An average of thirty-two hundred vehicles passes through our facility weekly. We have 
standardized the hours of operation and are pleased with the evening participation. This 
will however be continuously monitored. 


One hundred-eleven households participated in six Household Hazardous Waste events. 
Amherst makes up 4.5% of Nashua Regional Solid Waste Management District but 
represented 8.4% of total participation. I congratulate Amherst residents for properly 
diverting 5,891 pounds of hazardous waste. Check the town webpage or the information 
board at the Transfer Station for 2010 hazardous waste disposal dates and locations. 


In closing, I extend my thanks to my staff and crew, as well as all Departments, Boards 
and Committees that DPW interacts with throughout the year, for their cooperation. The 
team atmosphere, continuously benefits the taxpayers of Amherst. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Bruce W. Berry 
Director of Public Works 
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AMHERST RECREATION DEPARTMENT 


The Recreation Commission and Department continue to strive to uphold our mission: 
To enhance the quality of life for all Amherst residents: 


“+ Offer a diverse cultural community and special event activities for all 
family members 

“* Offer a full array of informational services of all leisure activities and 
organizations 

“* Provide environmental education and leisure opportunities 

** Provide professional leisure department assistance to all community 
groups 

“+ Provide quality leisure opportunities in a safe and healthy atmosphere 

“+ Provide a well maintained park system and recreational facilities to be 
used in an optimal, fair and equitable manner 

“* Provide a comprehensive master plan for growth and development 


To assist us in carrying out our mission, we relied on our staff and a corps of volunteers who 
dedicated countless hours to our programs. We would be remiss if we did not mention how 
important this corps of volunteers was in helping achieve our successes, We are fortunate to 
attract both adults and youth who fulfill youth community service, coach youth sports, serve as 
teachers and mentors, make recommendation for policy or simply volunteer where needed. We 
hold in high regard the significance and importance volunteers bring to Amherst’s’ recreation 
program. 


The Commission began working with Gale Associates, Inc. of Weymouth, MA to compile a 
Facilities and Program Plan (master plan) this past fall. Gale Associates will lead us in evaluating 
both Amherst facilities and programs (for both active & passive recreation) and provide us with 
conditions of our existing facilities, demands on facilities on present and projected users, 
recreation program enhancements and associated recommendations related to alternative delivery 
methods, schematic redevelopment layout and cost plans, a phasing plan for redevelopment 
based on priority of need and permitting requirements and strategy. The first phase of the plan 
was completed in December when we surveyed the community regarding program and facilities 
needs and desires. Over 950 residents completed the on line survey. A preliminary report will be 
available in early March. Residents can access the survey results at our web site amherstrec.org 
or by contacting the Recreation Department. 


Hartshorn (environmental summer program at PMEC) celebrated its 20" anniversary this past 
summer. Woodland Fairy Adventures, Dirty Dozen Green Thumb Garden Club, Fly Me to the 
Moon, Who Done It Forensics were just a few of the offerings that brought over 450 kids out to 
the Center during the 9 week program. 


Additionally, Hartshorn benefited by having two summer interns as part of our staff. Robert 
Conroy, a resident of Jaffery and mechanical engineering student at Stanford University and 
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Jennifer Anderson, also a Jaffery resident and graduate environmental education student from 
UNH. Both worked the entire summer for a stipend that was well below the rates we 
compensated our summer educators. Rob and Jen contributed their expertise and leadership to 
our PMEC programs. Additionally, we arranged to have Rob work with the Amherst 
Conservation Commission on Joe English Reservation. He constructed and repaired bridges, 
removed invasive plants, checked trails for obstructions, or damage, trimmed bushes, and painted 
trail maps. His work was appreciated by Conservation member, Bill Wichman who worked 
alongside him and coordinated the tasks. 


In the spring renovations were completed on the Amherst Middle School softball fields. This - 
long awaited project included installing new dugouts, moving fences to increase the playing field 
areas, leveling the baselines and improving the turf for both softball and fall field hockey. This 
project was a joint effort between the Recreation Department and the Amherst School District. 

A second partnership with the District resulted in delivering a day program for their Extended 
School Year students at both Hartshorn and SummerScape Day Camp. Our reward was the many 
smiles that appeared daily on the happy faces of our campers. We are extremely proud of all staff 
members that planned and led the summer program; our success is a credit to the staff and 
volunteers who participated. We are pleased to work together with the Amherst School District 
on programs and projects that benefit the Amherst community. 


Amherst Recreation has joined the social network of Facebook. Visit our fan page to keep in 
touch with our latest news. It is a great way to reach out and let the community know what we 
are up to and get their comments. Residents and others continue to register for our programs 
through the convenience of our on line registration. Currently we are upgrading our front page to 
make it even easier and more attractive. We can be reached at amherstrec.org not only to 
register but to receive program updates, schedules, and links to other related departments and 
agencies. 


We have added many new activities and events to our program schedule. The best way to 
become aware of what we offer is to check on line at our web site, weekly notices in area 
newspapers, Facebook, or our quarterly brochure in the Amherst Citizens. 

The Recreation Commission took on the rigorous task of formulating policy guidelines for 
background checks of all Department volunteers who work with youth 18 or younger. They are 
working on behalf of all Amherst parents and youth and hope to outline guidelines that protect 
all children. It will be their recommendation that other Amherst youth organizations adopt 
similar guidelines for their volunteers. 


The Commission completed policy guidelines for the Peabody Mill Environmental Center 
(PMEC). They will recommending these guidelines to the Board of Selectmen for adoption. The 
guidelines will assist in defining how the PMEC building may be used and what fees should be 
charged, if any, to the public. 


The Recreation Commission is facing one of its biggest challenges in quite a number of years; 
replacing Cemetery Playground and Fields. The lease agreement that the Commission holds with 
the Cemetery Trustees will expire in 2014 or perhaps sooner. Recently the Commission was 
advised by the Trustees that they may need the space before 2014 to begin infrastructure for the 
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proposed cemetery. It will take a minimum of 3 years (problem free of acquisition or 
development) to replace 2- multi-purpose flat fields (used for soccer & lacrosse), 1- 60’ youth 
baseball diamond and an elementary playground structure. Without the replacement of Cemetery 
Fields the Department will not be able to adequately accommodate scheduling of the remaining 
athletic fields without a reduction of space and time to Amherst’s youth sports teams or provide a 
play space for families with young children. Open Space Land Acquisition Committee, working 
with the Commission, identified a parcel that meets the replacement needs of both the play 
structure and fields and lends itself to potential growth to meet long terms passive and active 
recreation. The request to purchase and finance this parcel is on the March 9, 2010 ballot. 

The Amherst Recreation Commission and Department continually strive to uphold our mission 
and fulfill our goals. We appreciate the support of our staff, volunteers, and residents. Let us 
know if we are meeting your needs. Your input is always welcomed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Nancy McMillan 
Recreation Director 


Preperopaspasr 


REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2009 


13,898 Auto Registrations $ 2,058,971.25 
2,009 MV Titles 4,018.00 
13,234 Municipal Agent Fees 38,153.00 
1,938 Dog Licenses 17,329.50 

Vital Record Fees 4,791.00 
UCC Filing Fees 2,100.00 
55 Parking Tickets 2,140.00 
56 Dog Fines 1,700.00 
Miscellaneous Income 175.50 
$ 2,129,378.55 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy A. Demers 
Town Clerk 
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AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY 
www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
Library Mission 
The Amherst Town Library shall strive to provide all community residents with materials 
and services for their information, education and entertainment needs. 


2009 Statistics 
Number of Holdings Circulation 
Adult Fiction 16,891 32152 
Adult Nonfiction 24,199 19054 
Children’s Books 4968 38508 
Juvenile Fiction 5,875 21416 
Juvenile Nonfiction 8,431 10430 
Periodicals 7,838 6138 
Computer Software 212 1204 
Miscellaneous 192 392 
Music CDs 2,448 10463 
Audiobooks 2,552 10988 
Adult Videos/DVD 2,377 30432 
Juvenile Videos/DVD 878 11692 
Teen Books 2,805 6919 
Parent Resource Collection 688 1094 
Puzzles & Games 112 317 
Equipment-ds liteymp3,kindle, kilowatt 12 109 
Video Games 84 1005 
Pamphlets/Maps 710 2 
Holdings TOTAL 80632 
Interlibrary Loan — borrowed 22922 
(including GMILCS) 
Downloadable Audiobooks 2156 
In-house Circulation 568 
Circulation Total 227961 
Library Activity 
Library Cardholders(non-expired) 7216 
Items borrowed with Common Borrower Card 14203 
Computer Usage in the Library (sessions) 7284 
Library Website Hits 1,310,757 
Online BookClub Members 9807 
Meeting Room Usage (reservations) 823 
Adult Program Attendance 2536 
Children’s Program Attendance 10171 
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Library Activity - Continued 


Young Adult Program Attendance 92 
Interlibrary Loan to other libraries/GMILCS Loans 23643 
Interlibrary Loan borrowed from other Libraries/GMILCS Requests 22922 
Reference Questions asked 893 
Museum Pass usage 446 


Library Services 


e diverse collection of books (for all ages) including bestsellers, graphic novels and 
large print, audiobooks for your cassette/ CD and MP3 player, Kindle, videos 
including the latest DVDs, CD-Rom games, Video Games, nearly 200 magazine 
and newspaper subscriptions, and music CDs 

e  interlibrary-loan for materials owned by other libraries 

e free and discount coupons to local and Boston-area museums 

e information and research services including general research, bookclub assistance, 

community information and referral, local history and genealogy, reader’s 

advisory, article retrieval, and homework help 

test proxy and notary services 

tax forms 

coin-operated photocopier 

microfilm reader 

public meeting room space for community/ civil groups 

programs and events including educational and recreational programs for adults, 

Teen Advisory Board, and storytimes/ crafts/ performances for children 

e public computers with high-speed Internet access and laser printing, and public 
WiFi 

e storytimes offered offsite at local preschools 

¢ 24x7 services through the library website including book renewal, downloadable 
digital audiobooks, museum pass and meeting room reservation, databases with 
magazine and newspaper articles, and more 


Respectfully submitted, 


Amy Lapointe 
Library Director 
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2009 PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT ANNUAL REPORT 


The downward slide in single-family homes on single-family lots has continued in 2009 
as it was in 2008. The Building Department continues to receive applications for 
renovations, additions, remodeling, and especially home generator installations. The 
Building Inspector reviews and inspects all these applications for Building Permits. The 
number of new septic designs and repair system applications have declined slightly from 
last year. It appears that the decline in construction has reached the bottom of the slide 
this year; however, the return to normal may yet be several years away. 


During this year the Amherst commercial development on Route 101A has been flat with 
little major activity. The new Circuit City store closed and is now being renovated into a 
Bed, Bath, and Beyond store that will open early in the new year. The Planning and 
Zoning Office provides support for the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 
and the Historic District Commission. The Technical Assistant in the Zoning Office 
provides consultation to the Amherst Department of Public Works, as requested, for 
engineering matters. 


The Planning and Zoning Office is available for record research, for individual 
homeowner construction consultation, for planning and regulation / ordinance review for 
individual homeowners, land developers, and for commercial / industrial development. 
The Building Inspector is available generally Tuesday and Thursday at the Planning and 
Zoning Office between 7:30 am to 9:00 am for questions and consultation. Building 
Permits may be filed between 8:00 am to 3:45 pm any day during the week. The review 
period is usually about 7 to 10 days with a complete application. Septic test pits are 
witnessed by this Office usually any day of the week as long as an appointment is called 
for several days in advance. 


Please remember that no construction is allowed to be started without an approved 
Building Permit and that no disturbance of a wetland buffer is allowed without Planning 
Board approval. 


Here are some statistics from the Building Department: Total all permits: 413 


Total New Single Family Residences: 10 (4 condominiums, 0 mobile homes, - last 
year: 26, 21, and 0). 

Residential Additions and Alterations: 145 

New Commercial / Industrial: 0 

Commercial / Industrial Additions and Alterations: 19 


Signs: 12 Pools: 0 Mechanical: 41 
Demolitions: 19 Septic Systems: 55 Home Occupations: 5 
Electrical: 101 Plumbing: 6 

Respectfully submitted, 


Charlie Tiedemann, Planning Director 
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CEMETERY TRUSTEE REPORT 


RSA 289:2 — Municipality to Provide; Every municipality shall provide one or more 
suitable cemeteries for the interment of deceased persons within its boundaries. 


In 2002, the last available section of Meadowview Cemetery (located on Foundry St. and 
Christian Hill Rd.) was cleared and laid out for burials. This area is now well over fifty 
percent sold out. 


In 1992, Cemetery Fields was purchased using cy-pres cemetery funds released by the 
NH court system. In 2001, under pressure from the NH Attorney General’s office, an 
agreement was reached between the Town and Cemetery Trustees, stating that by 2014 or 
sooner if the need was there, Cemetery Fields (Forest View Cemetery) would become a 
cemetery. From design, to layout, to actual construction this process will take 
approximately two years. In the case of Forest View, where Warrant Articles for proper 
planning and engineering funds have not passed, these funds will then be required to 
come from the Town’s operating budget at the expense of other Town needs, as 
Cemetery Trust income is not adequate to meet Cemetery financial needs. 


Cemetery rules and regulations are posted on the town web page, www.amherstnh.gov 
click Department, choose Public Works and then select “Cemetery”. 


The Meadowview Cemetery fence project along Christian Hill Road was completed with 
DPW forces, and now matches the fencing around the town common. This work was 
done with great skill, which enhances the Historic District. The Cemetery Trustees 
greatly appreciate their efforts. 


The Cemetery Trustees wish to thank Caretakers Mike Donnelly and Charlie Duval, for 
their attention to details, and the Hillsborough County workforce for the spring and fall 
cleaning. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Peter Bergin, Chairman 


Marie Grella 
William Belvin 
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AMHERST COMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTE 


2009 Annual Report 


We continue to broadcast live and recorded meetings of the selectmen, planning board, 
and zoning board of adjustment on channel 20 (ACTV20), and the Souhegan school 
board and Amherst school district board on channel 21 (ACTV21).. An additional 
outcome of the latest cable contract is the availability of channel 21 (ACTV21) for 
educational programs. This channel went live in October of 2008 and is currently 
showing some educational content that we bring in from the outside as well as the 
community bulletin board of events, 


We have created a new television production studio that will allow any resident of 
Amherst to produce their own presentation or originate live programming. This 
studio is located at Souhegan High School but is available to residents as well. This 
then also becomes a valuable tool for the various video projects of the students. In 
addition to this new studio we have added the ability to originate live programs 
from both the town library and the Amherst Middle School. The students of 
Souhegan are actively engaged in using this facility and classes are held there every 
day. 


Amherst Community Access Television (ACAT) is actively recruiting volunteers to act 
as producers of public meetings (selectmen, planning board, zoning board of 
adjustment, school boards). This involves a simple task of running a camera. If a 
volunteer would like to learn more they can be trained to run the video and audio 
controls. ACAT is also able to broadcast locally produced shows by the residents of 
Amherst. 


The committee website is accessible from the town home page, or directly at 


www.amherstnh.gov/communications. This web page contains daily program 
schedules for ACTV20, and the assignment schedules for the producers. Additional 
information such as answers to Frequently Asked Questions is also available. 


Questions and comments should be directed to cic@amherstnh.gov 


Specific questions regarding content or requests for postings on the community bulletin 
board should be addressed to actv20@amherstnh.gov 


Respectfully submitted, 


Doug McAllister 
Chairman 
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


The Amherst Conservation Commission manages town properties acquired by donation 
and town warrant, then set aside for conservation purposes. We make recommendations 
on dredge and fill applications to the State Wetlands Board, and on real estate 
developments to the town Planning Board and the ZBA. We attempt to preserve the rural 
character of the community by conserving wildlife, habitat and water quality. The ACC 
meets monthly on the second Sunday of the month at 7:00 PM in the Town Hall. The 
public is welcome. 


In addition to our acquisition and management of open space for conservation and 
passive recreation in 2009, we began to seek ways to use our properties for projects of 
direct community benefit. Some examples are: 


Village Ice Skating Rink Upgrade — A building lot next to the Wigwam on Middle 
Street was purchased years ago by the neighbors and given to the Commission to 
manage. Creeley (“Buck”) Buchanan oversaw the Public Works flooding and use of the 
lot as a skating rink for many winters. A generous association of neighbors banded 
together last year, obtained funds from the Bertha Rogers Trust Fund Grant to purchase, 
install and maintain a plastic liner and abutment to make the rink ice last longer and be 
more accessible. It has now been named the Creeley S. Buchanan Field in honor of Mr. 
Buchanan who died recently. 


Lindabury Orchard — The Friends of Lindabury Orchard obtained permission to install 
a sign and a kiosk to identify the property with both the ACC and Land Trust logos. We 
eagerly look forward to the resumption of the Cider Festival in coming years, as 
Amherst's signature community fall event. 


Trails Management — Our trail steward(s) have blazed the Patch Hill trail in the Wilkins 
lot area on Lyndeborough Road that goes up to the old quarry and connects with the 
Milford Patch Hill Trail, a major new connector joining Amherst and Milford trail 
systems. The new Desmarais trail along the north side of Austin Road is flagged, bridged 
and has the longest set of stairs in Amherst for hikers to enjoy. Eagle Scouts installed two 
new bridges on the Joppa Hill Farm trail where public nature walks were held in the Fall. 


Invasive Plants and Insects — Yes, some community benefits have an ugly character. 
Have you seen any real cattails in the marshes recently? Can you imagine our town 
denuded of hemlocks and oaks? ACC properties, like private properties around town are 
host to numerous non-native invasive species that quickly overwhelm the native species 
and change the entire ecosystem. Concerning invasive plant control, we met with the NH 
Invasive Plant specialist and visited three sites: the canoe port on Route 122, upper 
(northern) Bragdon Farm, and beside the Highway Department barn. The jungle of 
invasives was overwhelming and depressing at all sites, reaching the tops of tall trees and 
burying the smaller trees. Any action to tackle the problem is dependent on changes to 
the NH pesticide labeling laws that are in the process of being revised. Our action plan is 
to use a certified NH applicator for spraying an oil based herbicide to kill the bittersweet 
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at these sites. The vines and roots die, and no cutting or physical labor is needed. A 
second application in late September on the new sprouts will eliminate these invasive 
plants. For invasive insect control, a representative from the NH DRED, Division of 
Forests and Lands, discovered an infestation of Hemlock Wooly Adelgid (HWA) ina 
gorgeous stand of very tall hemlocks on the Hemlock Trail at Joe English Reservation. 
After some study of chemical and biological controls, we agreed to participate in the state 
biocontrol program that entails the release of the predatory beetle Laricobius nigrinus. It 
is a winter active beetle that eats all stages of the HWA, so 500 were released in 
November. The sites along the Hemlock Trail will be monitored annually. Controlling 
most invasives by cutting and burning only spreads the berries and seeds and in the case 
of infested tree removal is usually impossible due to logistics and costs. For your part, 
download, read and heed this State booklet 


http://www.nh.gov/agric/divisions/plant_industry/documents/booklet.pdf. For instance, 
buy and burn only locally produced firewood. 


We continue to upgrade and maintain over 1,200 acres of open space for wildlife habitat, 
passive recreation and to celebrate the general rural character of Amherst. 


Meadow Management- Our grant application for improvements for the Joppa Fields 
was successful and ACC was awarded $2,000 for stump clearing, brush hogging and 
beaver control. The Joppa South Meadow reclamation project saw a number of 
volunteers clear pines and vines that were taking over the south meadow and brush 
hogged the two fields. The final results are wonderful; the scenic stone walls are now 
visible and the edges are cleared of vines so one can see into the surrounding forests. This 
portion of the farm is now a wide swath of true meadow, home to numerous ground 
dwelling birds and mammals and a trail system for the dominant mammal (us). Also, if 
you see a weir-like structure of pressure-treated lumber and vinyl coated wire in a stream, 
it is probably us trying to outsmart old Castor canadensis (beaver) from raising his pond 
water level too high and causing spring floods and washouts. In another initiative, we are 
experimenting with spreading commercial bulk wood ash, a by-product of wood-chip 
fueled energy plants, on our fields as an economical alternative to applying lime to 
correct soils for pH. We developed a management tool, the ‘ACC Holdings Budget’ 
spread—sheet, to show the selectmen and community what to expect from timber and hay 
production on ACC lands. 


Forest Management: Late last winter our consulting forester, Charles Koch, led the 
public on a Model Forest Tour of his forestry management practices in Joe English. 
Afterwards, Robert Perschel of the Forest Guild introduced the ACC Forest Management 
Plan to 20 attendees and awarded the Commission with a plaque. The planned and 
scheduled Pond Parish tree harvest is underway according to the Koch Plan; about 65,000 
board feet will be harvested improving wildlife habitat and moving the hiking/cross- 
country ski trails away from the Fells development. 


Boy Scout Eagle Project: George Osborn of Troop 613 led a group who removed and 
replaced the invasive plants around the pond at PMEC with highbush blueberry, 
vibummums, and dogwood shrubs. 
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Master Plan - We assisted the Amherst Master Plan efforts with continual representation 
on the sections concerned with conservation and anticipate this foundation will guide 
future development of the town in a conscientious, rural/semi-rural manner. 


Conservation Easement - Lot 11-14 off Pulpit Road, Bedford, a subdivision known as 
The Preserve at West Bedford, was deeded to the Town of Bedford (Conservation 
Commission) and an easement on the portion in Amherst also granted to the Town of 
Amherst (Conservation Commission) to forever preserve this lot as “open space”. 


Respectfully submitted, 


John Harvey, Chairman 
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FOURTH OF JULY 2009 


In spite of a rainy spring, there was no rain on July 3 or 4 in 2009! On Friday night 
hundreds of people gathered at Souhegan High School to watch the spectacular fireworks 
put on by Jack Reed and his volunteers and made possible by the major sponsor, the 
Granite State Credit Union. Tethered hot air balloon rides were provided by REMAX and 
resulted in donations to SHARE, PMEC Scholarships, and the Fourth of July events. 
Music by the band Offsuit was followed by Magic by George sponsored by Bot-L-Gas. 
The Amherst Town Band gave another outstanding performance which led into the 
opening fireworks, flaring giant GSCU letters. Additional business contributors to the 
evening included Atlas PyroVision, Jake’s Ice Cream, and Sal’s Pizza. 


The parade on the Fourth was notable for the exceptional floats, the Amherst Kazoo Band, 
Uncle Sam on Stilts. the clowns (including graduates of Kristi Parker’s 2008 clown 
workshop), the Mini Kars, the N.H. Regiments, the bands, the well-attended children’s 
bicycle parade, a hybrid car, the Governor’s horse guard, and the enthusiasm of the local 
marching groups. Local volunteers cleaned up after the horses, carried signs, and drove 
convertibles. U.S. Congressman Hodes marched in the parade along with several state 
representatives, selectmen and citizens-of-the-year. Financial contributors to the day were 
the Newcomers’ Club and the Pasta Loft. 


The village green, overseen by Liz Overholt, was alive with booths that featured art, food, 
children’s activities, fundraising items and information. A favorite of the young children 
was the group of petting animals that Diane Hirst, with the help of the animal’s owners, 
had provided. The trouble that these owners go to for the enjoyment of the children each 
year is much appreciated. On the Reviewing Stand, Doug Kirkwood played the bagpipes, 
the Democrats introduced their special guest, 100-year old Iris Thompson, the Village 
Singers sang patriotic songs, and local dignitaries were introduced. Awards were given to 
the Grella family in appreciation for forty years of parade floats and to Cliff Ann and Jim 
Wales of the Amherst Citizen for all that they have done for the community. 


The July Fourth Celebration would not take place without the help of the Department of 
Public Works under the direction of Lead Foreman David Herlihy, the Police Department 
and Chief Peter Lyon, the Fire Department and Chief Rick Todd, the Emergency Medical 
Service and Chief Brian Gleason, the Souhegan High School custodial staff and Bruce 
Wasson, and the Wilkins School custodial staff and Mike McQuire. Our thanks to them 
all. 


Central to the success of the events are members of the Fourth of July Committee who 
chair the various subcommittees: Mary Beyers, Charlene Carper, Diane DeSimone, Susan 
Durling, Lydia Greene, Diane Hirst, Judith Jones, Katherine Lockwood, Meredith 
Lockwood, Mary Mahar, Louise Marley, Liz Morgan, Chris Nowlan, Jeff Odhner, Liz 
Overholt, Bill Overholt, Reed Panasiti, Gretchen Pyles, Bob Schaumann, Phil Sellers, and 
Peggy Stokes. These extraordinary volunteers deserve our heartfelt thanks. 


Nancy Head, Chair 
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AMHERST HERITAGE COMMISSION 


The Amherst Heritage Commission was established in 2002 for the purpose of 
properly recognizing, using, protecting, and preserving the historic and heritage resources 
of the town of Amherst that are valued for their historic, cultural, aesthetic or community 
significance within their natural, built or cultural environments. The Amherst Heritage 
Commission shall have advisory and review authority to: 

a. Survey and inventory all historic and cultural resources within the town, conduct 
research and publish finding, assist and advise Amherst boards and commissions in 
supporting issues which address cultural and historic resources, coordinate activities 
of local agencies and reviewing matters affecting cultural and historic resources 
town-wide 

b. Receive gifts of money and property, in the name of the Town, subject to Selectmen 
approval, and manage such gifts for its proper use 

c. Establish partnerships with individuals, schools, local businesses, Town boards and 
organizations who share like interests in the preservation and conservation of the 
town’s heritage resources. 


Accomplishments and Project Updates During the Past Year (2009) 


a. Plans are underway to apply for grants that would fund the repair of the Brick School 
cupola bell tower. 

b. Continued activities with over 35 individual town organizations and offices working 
together for Amherst’s 250" Anniversary Celebration (1760-2010) in 2010. 
Exploring possibilities of giving a special gift to the town as part of the celebration. 
The year long celebration will be kicked off with a special event at the 
Congregational Church on January 17, 2010. The celebration will continue with 
organizations planning activities during the year, with a three-day Heritage Days 
event in September 2010. 

. Provided additional inputs to the Town Master Plan. 

d. The Heritage Commission completed the town-wide survey of historic resources. 
Data collection started in the spring of 2009 and was completed in December 2009. 
Over 350 new historic resources have been identified in the town-wide survey. 
Federal funds for the project have been secured through the New Hampshire 
Department of Historic Resources. The Historic Resource Survey will be forwarded 
to the Amherst Planning Board and be part of the town’s master plan. 

e. Plans are underway for drafting a town-wide Demolition Policy for structures of 
historic value. Policy will be forwarded to the Amherst Planning Board in the Spring 
2010. 


Q 


The current members of the Amherst Heritage Commission, appointed by the 
Selectmen are: Regular Members - Will Ludt, Chair, Bill Veillette, Andy Ouellette, Anne 
Krantz, Carolyn Quinn, and Tom Grella, ex officio Board of Selectmen. The Alternate 
Members are: Nancy Spears, Mary Mahar, and Sandy Fraser. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


Will Ludt 
Chair, Amherst Heritage Commission 
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION REPORT 


The Historic District Commission currently consists of five members and four alternates 
who are appointed by the Board of Selectmen. In addition, there is one ex officio voting 
member each from the Board of Selectmen and the Planning Board. The Commission 
meets the third Thursday of every month and is charged by ordinance with the 
responsibility of reviewing all applications for Certificates of Approval for any exterior 
changes, demolition, renovations or additions to properties located within the District. 
Applications to be reviewed by the Commission are due in the Zoning Office at the close 
of business twenty one days prior to the meeting date. This allows the agenda to be 
posted, placed on the Town web page, and allows for abutter notification. 


In early 1991, Historic District Commission “Guidelines” were completed, reviewed by 
Town Counsel, and placed in the Town Library along with the reference material the 
Commission used in drawing up the guidelines. This reference material includes the 
Secretary of the Interior’s “Standards for Rehabilitation - Guidelines for Rehabilitating 
Historic Buildings” as well as “Preserving Community Character” which is published by 
the New Hampshire Association of Historic District Commissions. Both manuals are 
excellent sources of information and are especially important if one contemplates making 
changes to an historic house. Copies of the Commission’s Guidelines are also on file in 
the Town Hall Zoning Office. In addition to these resources the library has books 
relating to preservation and restoration. A flyer describing the guidelines has been 
prepared and is now available to citizens to help them understand the process of applying 
to the Commission. Flyers are available at the Zoning Office and the Library. We 
encourage all citizens to make use of all these resources. Guidelines and Rules of 
Procedure are also available on the web site. 


This year the Commission dealt with requests for renovations, signage, fencing, tree 
removal, window replacement, demolition and new construction. We also now call on 
the Town Tree Warden to advise us on the requests for tree removal. As we work to 
render fair and reasonable decisions to the applicants while maintaining the very 
characteristics which make the Historic District unique we spend a good deal of time 
reviewing our Design Guidelines and Rules of Procedure for clarity and consistency. We 
continue to look for ways to make them clear, fair, and consistent. 


We keep in close contact with the Heritage Commission. We also work closely with the 
Public Works Department on issues relating to the Village. We worked closely with both 
the DOT and our local PWD on the materials, layout of the new walkway and parking, 
and landscaping for the work done in front of Town Hall. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Helen Rowe 
Chair 
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LIBRARY TRUSTEES REPORT 


While we like to think that Amherst has one of the best libraries in the state, the 
American Public Library confirmed this when they ranked the Amherst Town Library as 
one of top five in New Hampshire. They determined this by evaluating such factors as 
circulation (the number of materials loaned to the public in a given year), staffing, 
materials, reference service and funding support. This ranking reflects the high level of 
support from both individual residents who use the library and support it with tax dollars 
and the various community groups. The Friends of the Library were especially 
recognized for their support by being selected as the best Friends of the Library group by 
the New Hampshire Library Trustees Association and received the 2009 Sue Palmatier 
Award for Outstanding Support. The Amherst Gardeners had an especially challenging 
year due to the construction work on the front walk which required extra re-plantings as 
the flower beds were torn up for the new heated sidewalk. This new sidewalk replaced 
the unsafe, crumbling sidewalk that would ice over in the winter as water would fall from 
the roof and refreeze on the shaded walkway. This budget delayed project undertaken by 
the Public Works Department took advantage of recent major efficiency improvements in 
the Library heating system which allows us to use heat from this system to automatically 
warm the sidewalk during snow or ice conditions. Economically, this project was easily 
justified by its reduction of safety risk to patrons, keeping our insurance premiums from 
rising, reduction in personnel hours spent keeping the sidewalk free of snow and ice, and 
longer sidewalk life by reducing the need for ice melting chemicals. 


Inside the Library, there have been many exciting programs for both children and adults, 
news of which is now available in our new email newsletter. In the Children’s Library, 
we have additional children’s book group, crafting club and a storytime at the Farmers’ 
Market on the Common Green. The summer reading program culminated with our first 
and wildly successful family BBQ that was attended by 300 people. We were greatly 
saddened by the departure of our Children’s Librarian Jackie Biger for France, but we are 
excited by the arrival of Jennie Simopoulos who has already begun to build on the 
programs started by Miss Jackie and start new ones of her own. 


For adults, we have continued to expand the excellent programs with Sunday concerts, a 
visit from Susan B. Anthony, container gardening demo, home staging program, 
afternoon Latin lessons, and much more. Our patrons have continued to borrow materials 
from the Library at a much greater rate than we have seen in the past. This year our 
circulation has increased by 20% to over 200,000 items; typically circulation increases 
are around 2 to 4% a year. Part of the increase in circulation is due to the new digital 
materials that we offer including downloadable audios in MP3 format (Apple 
compatible), Amazon Kindles, and video games (Nintendo DS and Wii) as well as new 
additions to our existing categories of materials such as DVD based movies and books on 
CDs. To help expedite the checking out of materials, we have installed a touch screen 
self-checkout kiosk as an additional circulation point located downstairs. 


The Trustees have initiated a fund raising effort to replace the carpeting in the Children’s 
Library and meeting room. We received a matching grant from the Bean Foundation, a 
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grant from the Friends of the Library, and donations from community groups and 
hundreds of individuals who bought a $25 tile. This tremendous level of support will 
allow us to start this project this coming year. The Trustees thank all of you who helped 
make this possible. We also want to thanks the staff who have continued to provide a 
level of personal services that makes the Library such a welcoming place to visit. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Donald Holden, Chairman 
Library Trustees 
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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 


The Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) heard 20 cases in 2009. This was an average 
case load for the board, and almost double the number of cases heard in 2008. The ZBA 
meets on the third Tuesday of each month to hear and decide upon requests of Amherst 
citizens and businesses desiring to vary or be exempted from the Zoning Ordinance of the 
Town of Amherst, NH. A copy of the Zoning Ordinance is available on the town’s 
website at: http:/Avww.amherstnh.gov/Regulations/Index.html . A copy of the Zoning 
Ordinance can also be viewed or purchased at the Planning and Zoning Office in the 
Town Hall. Below are all cases heard before the ZBA in 2009, including decision made 


(if any): 


Zoning Board of Adjustment 
2008 - Cases 


St. Paul Evangelical 


008-002-022 & 023 | 1416 | Dodge Road LLC 


002-163-001 | 1417 cata pv | RR Approved 
014-032 1418 | Mabel V. Durrell | V_ | RR | Approved 
014-032 1419 | Mabel V. Durrell | V | RR | Approved 
014-031 1420 | Robert & Sandra Roy Rien Say | Approved 

002-500-001-A | 1414 | — TimothyGeorge 


pRTETETE rr Me We ee ope Approved 
Hampshire 
003-036-002 | 1423 | Christ's Church of New Betied 
Hampshire 
St. Paul Evangelical 
012-005 1424 Cis Approved 


005-082-003 Michael & Deborah Hall | Vv | RR | Approved | 
004-027 1427 | Kevin & Kathie Nunley | EW | RR | Approved 
002-033-011 | 1428 | Caldwell DriveCorp. | V | 1 | Withdrawn | 


005-040, 005-053- Plenitude Development 
ons) | YO" | | Y | BR | De 
Randy & Pamela 
005-043 18 | aris SS Approved 
005-040, 005-053- ; 
001, 005-046-001, | 1432 Sees Approved 
005-050 Development Inc. 
021-020-065 1433 | Jeffrey & Angela Rettig eee Approved 
018-047 James & Ellen Sickler eve eRee | Approved _ 
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Antonia G. Dinkel 
018-043 1435 Reverie pepe laa Approved 


002-033-011 1436 | Caldwell Drive Corp. Approved 


Zoning Board Members: Douglas Kirkwood (Chair), Robert Rowe (Vice Chair), Roger 
Wellington, Carl Miller, Daniel Weldon, Jamie Ramsay, Wil Sullivan, Beth Davis, 
Joseph Taggart, and Alex Buchanan 


Respectfully Submitted, 


John St.Pierre, Technical Assistant 
Planning, Zoning & DPW 
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MEMORIAL DAY SUNSET PARADE & OBSERVANCE 
FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2009 


The parade was cancelled due to three days of rain which left Meadowview Cemetery 
roads muddy and full of puddles. The Village Commons were also muddy and very wet. 


The Duval/Riccitelli Youth Citizen of the year award went to Chandler Wallisch of 
Souhegan High School. Ray Anderson received the Bruce Tarply Award from the 
Amherst Fire Department. 


In the past year, Amherst lost some very special people who contributed to the Town’s 
legacy in some meaningful way. We remember Hugh Barker, Ron Berlack, Buck 
Buchanan, Roger Brown, Tom Head, Elliott Lyon, Roy Klumpp, Harry Crosby, Sande 
Beede and Maureen Zimmerman. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Marie Theresa Grella, Chairman 


Memorial Day Committee 
Amherst, NH 
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REPORT OF FOREST FIRE WARDEN AND STATE FOREST RANGER 


Your local Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department, and the State of New Hampshire 
Division of Forests & Lands work collaboratively to reduce the risk and frequency of 
wildland fires in New Hampshire. To help us assist you, please contact your local Forest 
Fire Warden or Fire Department to determine if a permit is required before doing ANY 
outside burning. Under State law (RSA 227-L:17) a fire permit is required for all outside 
burning unless the ground is completely covered with snow. Fire Permits are available at 
the Amherst Communications Center located at the Police Station.. The New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services also prohibits the open burning of household 
waste. Citizens are encouraged to contact the Amherst Fire Department at 673-1545 or 
DES at 1-800-498-6868 or www.des.state.nh.us for more information. Safe open burning 
requires diligence and responsibility. Help us to protect New Hampshire’s forest 
resources. For more information please contact the Division of Forests & Lands at (603) 
271-2214, or online at www.nhdfl.org. 


Spring fire season was unusually short this past year, with wet weather beginning the 
third week in April and lasting virtually all summer long. Consequently both the number 
of fires and the number of acres burned were below the last five year average. Due to 
state budget constraints, the staffing of our statewide system of 16 fire lookout towers 
was limited to class III or higher fire danger days. Despite the reduction in the number of 
days staffed, our fire lookout towers are credited with keeping most fires small and 
saving several structures this season due to their quick and accurate spotting capabilities. 
The towers fire spotting capability was supplemented this year by contracted aircraft and 
the Civil Air Patrol when fire danger was especially high. Surprisingly the largest single 
fire this year occurred in late November during an unusual dry spell, in the northern Coos 
County town of Clarksville. This fire burned 17.1 acres and is presumed to have been 
caused by a careless hunter. 


Many homes in New Hampshire are located in the wildland urban interface, which is the 
area where homes and flammable wildland fuels intermix. Several of the fires during the 
2009 season threatened structures, a constant reminder that forest fires burn more than 
just trees. Homeowners should take measures to prevent a wildland fire from spreading 
to their home. Precautions include keeping your roof and gutters clear of leaves and pine 
needles, and maintaining adequate green space around your home free of flammable 
materials. Additional information and homeowner recommendations are available at 
www.firewise.org. Please help Smokey Bear, your local fire department and the state’s 
Forest Rangers by being fire wise and fire safe! 
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2009 FIRE STATISTICS 
(All fires reported as of December 3, 2009) 


(Not included are fires under the jurisdiction of the White Mountain National Forest) 


COUNTY STATISTICS 
Coun 
42 
U 
|Merrimack | 1 | 45 | 
CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED Total Fires Total Acres 
Arson 4 2009 334 173 
Debris 184 2008 455 175 
Campfire 18 2007 = 437 212 
Children 12 2006 ©. 500 473 
Smoking 15 2005 546 174 
Railroad 5 
Equipment 5 
Lightning 0 
Misc.* 91 (*Misc.: power lines, fireworks, electric fences, etc.) 


Town of Amherst Fire Department 
Rick Todd- Warden 
Matt Conley-Deputy Warden 
Brian Disco-Deputy Warden 
Edward Hanlon- Deputy Warden 
William Campbell- Deputy Warden 
Daniel Barton- Deputy Warden 
Brennan McCarthy- Deputy Warden 
Scott Mobley-Deputy Warden 
Lenny Brown — Deputy Warden 


“ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT WILDLAND FIRE” 
Respectfully submitted, 


Richard A. Todd 
Forest Fire Warden/Fire Chief 
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NASHUA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 


Land Use and Environment 


2 
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Support for Amherst Energy Committee — In the fall of 2008, NRPC began a multi- 
year project to provide support to the Amherst Energy Committee. The NRPC 
provided assistance to the committee in conducting an inventory of the energy use of 
town facilities and buildings. The NRPC will assist the town in identifying strategies 
that can save energy at each facility and develop a road map of the steps the energy 
committee should be taking to achieve energy and cost savings at town facilities and 
buildings. This project will extend through 2010. 


Workforce Housing — During 2008 and 2009 NRPC updated the Regional Housing 
Needs Assessment. This document is a planning tool for the Amherst Planning Board 
that identifies the amount of housing that will be needed in the community by 2015. 
The town Planning Board can use the Regional Housing Needs Assessment to 
determine if it is planning for an adequate supply of housing for all income groups in 
the community. NRPC also provided tools that the town can use in updating its 
housing policies including assessment tools and model ordinances. 


Household Hazardous Waste Program - The Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
Program provides residents of the region with the opportunity to dispose of common 
household chemicals in an appropriate fashion so that pollution of the region’s 
watersheds and groundwater can be avoided. An electronics recycler also participates 
in these events enabling attendees to dispose of high tech items such as old 
computers, phones, TV’s and other appliances that include hazardous materials. Six 
HHW events were held this year that were attended by 98 Amherst households. For 
the second year, an HHW event was offered in the Souhegan Valley and was most 
highly attended by Amherst residents. 


Transportation 
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Left Turn Lanes on NH101 - This year NRPC staff worked closely with staff from 
NH DOT and the town of Amherst to identify an approach to installing left hand turn 
lanes on particularly dangerous sections of NH101 in Amherst. These turn lanes 
should decrease the incidence of rear end crashes with vehicles waiting to make left 
turns into intersecting roads and driveways. 


Traffic Data Collection - Conducted 17 traffic counts in Amherst in the past year. 
These traffic counts are available for use by the Town and NRPC can conduct special 
counts upon request. The count data is available to anyone through the NRPC 
website and more detailed data from each count is available upon request. 


Road Inventory — During 2009, NRPC staff prepared the updated the data in the town 
Road Inventory. This data set allows officials from the Town and NH DOT to have 
the most up to date information on Amherst’s roads and will be used for planning 
road improvements in the community. NRPC’s maintenance of the road inventory 
data ensures that the communities receive the Highway Aid Block Grant Aid money 
they are entitled to receive through NHDOT. 
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Transportation Emergency Preparedness Plan — This project identified the impacts of 
emergencies on the region’s transportation system and identified methods to prepare 
for and mitigate the impact of those emergencies. Members of the town staff 
including police, fire and planning participated in this effort. 


Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 


o, 
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Updated NRPC Standard Map Library for Amherst. These four standard maps show 
the Town’s Roads and Town Facilities, Environmental and Conservation Areas, 
Existing Land Use and an Aerial Image of the Town. Two sets of these maps have 
been provided to the Town. 


This year NRPC worked with the town assessor and the Registry of Deed database to 
update the town digital parcel map to include all changes to property data. This item 
is a critical component of many projects conducted in the town and is always 
available to the town from NRPC free of charge. 


Provided town volunteers with all the existing GIS data on CD for use on Town 
projects. This data has been developed and maintained by NRPC and would have 
cost many thousands of dollars for the Town to develop on its own. 


Completed regular maintenance tasks and performed updates to the Amherst GIS data 
which is maintained by NRPC, including digitizing new roads, parcels, protected 
lands, zoning changes, trails, social service or child care providers, land use and other 
baseline data. 
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TOWN OF AMHERST 
DELIBERATIVE SESSION 
February 4, 2009 


Moderator Schaumann called the meeting to order at 7PM. 165 voters checked in. Carol Holden 
led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. Selectman Chairman Bruce Bowler introduced the 
department heads: Nancy MacMillan, recreation, Brian Gleason, EMS, Amy Lapointe, Library, 
Peter Lyon, police, Rick Todd, fire department, Charlie Tiedemann, zoning, Gail Stout, tax 
collector, Nancy Demers, town clerk, Merrie Howe, finance director, Sharon Frydlo, executive 
assistant, Gary Macguire, town administrator. 

Also, William Drescher, town council was in attendance. 

Chairman Bowler introduced the other members of the board, George Infanti, Brad Galinson, 
Tom Grella, and Reed Panasiti. Mr. Panasiti decided not to run for reelection and was presented 
a silver commemorative plate in recognition of his service to the town. 

Chairman Deirdre Rogusky of the Ways and Means Committee introduced Robert Petrella, John 
Siemienowicz, Chris Nowlan, Dijon Fasoli. 


Moderator Schaumann explained SB2 empowering the meeting to discuss each article, maintain 
original wording, and place the article on the March 10" town meeting ballot or amend the dollar 
amount and place the amended article on the ballot. Guidelines for the meeting as proposed by 
the moderator were as follows: 

Voters would hold up a yellow card when the vote was called. 

No amendment to an amendment would be allowed. 

Three minute speaking rule. 

No voter would be allowed to speak until any other voter had spoken once. 

Voter must state his/her name and address. 

No new business shall be conducted after 10:45PM unless it is the will of the meeting to 
continue, 

After each article, a motion to restrict consideration was requested. 


Mr. Schaumann then read the Town warrant: 


To the inhabitants of the Town of Amherst in the County of Hillsborough and State of New 
Hampshire, qualified to vote in town affairs: 


You are hereby notified that the Annual Meeting of the Town of Amherst will be held, in 
accordance with “Senate Bill 2” (NHRSA 40:13). The first session, to transact all business other 
than voting, is on Wednesday, February 4, 2009 at 7:00 PM at the Souhegan High School 
Auditorium. The second session, voting by official ballot at the polls is on Tuesday, March 10, 
2009 at the Souhegan High School from 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 


Article 21: To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing terms as follows: 
2 Selectman for 3 Years 

1 Town Treasurer 

2 Library Trustees for 3 Years 

2 Zoning Board of Adjustment Members for 3 Years 

1 Trustee of the Trust Funds for 3 Years 

1 Cemetery Trustee for 3 Years 
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Article 22: Road Reconstruction Bond 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of six million dollars ($6,000,000) 
(Gross Budget) to reconstruct approximately nine (9) miles of twenty-two and nine-tenths (22.9) 
miles of roads deemed in need of reconstruction and to authorize the issuance of bonds, bond 
anticipation notes or serial notes therefore of not more than six million dollars ($6,000,000) in 
accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize the 
Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds, notes or serial notes and to determine the rate of 
interest thereon and other conditions of the bonds, notes or serial notes in their judgment, and to 
take all other action relative thereto. This is a Special Article in accordance with RSA 32. 3/5 
Ballot Vote Required. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means Committee 
unanimously supports this Article!.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.31. 


Selectman Grella introduced the article. Bill Overholt and Jay Dinkel presented it. They are 
members of the Road Funding Analysis committee that also includes John Siemienowicz from 
the Ways and Means Committee, Jim Sickler from the Road Commission, Liz Overholt, citizen, 
Bruce Berry, DPW Director and Gary MacGuire, Town Administrator. This committee was 
charged with looking into the lifetime costs of rebuilding, repairing , and maintaining the road 
system. They researched road condition, treatment, funding and finance. Bill Belvin asked if any 
bridges were taken into consideration in this plan. Dinkel said no. The state inspects bridges 
annually and biannually and there was no imminent bridge problem. Dinkel explained the 
financial impact of the bond. The first year it would pay interest only. There was further 
discussion regarding the conditions of various roads in town. Mark Vincent made a motion to 
delete “$ 6,000,000” and insert “$0” and was seconded by Ted Landon. They belong to the 
Amherst Citizens Association who don’t dispute that this is needed but that in light of the 
economy that this is a bad year. Ways and Means and the Selectmen unanimously opposed this 
amendment. The moderator asked for a vote and the amendment failed. There was no further 
discussion and the article was place on the ballot as written. A vote to restrict reconsideration 
passed. 


Article 23; Operating Budget 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including 
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts 
set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the 
purposes set forth herein, totaling $9,823,300. Should this article be defeated the operating 
budget shall be $9,729,570 which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by 
previous action of the town or by law, the governing body may hold one special meeting, in 
accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only. 
This article does not include any other appropriation. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means Committee 
supports this Article by a vote of 6-1.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.15. 


Selectman Bowler presented this article. The gross budget has a 2.9% increase over last year. 
The only increase in personnel is a police patrolman to be phased in. The added increased cost 
on the average home for all town services would be $92.00. Ted Landon motioned to reduce to 
reduce the budget to $9,639,390 and was seconded. Ways and Means unanimously opposed the 
amendment. The argument for this reduction was that during these difficult times the budget 
should not be increased but rather reduced. Linda Kaiser spoke in favor of the amendment, the 
worsening of the economy and that money taken out of the budget and placed in a warrant article 
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for social services such as help for the mentally ill is irresponsible. After further discussion a 
vote was taken on the amendment which was defeated. Jeanne Ludt motioned to increase the 
budget by $40,000 which is the amount of money requested in Article 38 for health agency 
funding and was seconded. Selectman Infanti said all these agencies should be supported but it 
should be up to the voter. Jim O’Mara asked if the Board of Selectmen was obligated to spend 
the money in the budget and was advised by Town Council Drescher that the approval of the 
budget allows the money be expended but does not require it. The Ways and Means Committee 
voted 4 against and 3 for the amendment. After further discussion the amendment passed and the 
budget was increased by $40,000 to $9,863,300. Sally Wilkins made a motion to reduce the 
budget by $31,806, the amount of money in the line item for the new police officer. Ways and 
Means voted 2 for and 5 against the amendment. After short discussion the moderator took a vote 
and this amendment was defeated. Moderator then directed that the amended amount of $40,000 
be added to the article and placed on the ballot. Motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 24; Martin Open Space Land Purchase (Submitted by Petition) 

To see if the Town will vote to acquire the property known as the Martin property, consisting of 
103.8 acres, and being identified as Tax Map 11, Lots 8 and 11-5, on the Town of Amherst Tax 
Maps and Tax Map 17, Lot 5, on the Town of Bedford Tax Maps for one million eight hundred 
ninety thousand dollars ($1,890,000), and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to implement the 
purchase and sale agreement dated October 14, 2008 providing for such purchase and execute any 
and all documents necessary to facilitate the foregoing, including the implementation of the 
bonding previously authorized in the 2005 Town Meeting. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a no vote, The Ways and Means Committee 
unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.11. 


Moderator Schaumann read the article as worded. Selectman Galinson motioned to amend the 
article to reduce the amount requested to $1,290,000 which excludes the home and 12 acres of 
land. Bob Heaton did the presentation of this article. This price includes 55 acres in Amherst 
and 37 acres in Bedford. Sale of the land to Bedford would offset the bond however a vote by 
Bedford’s council will not take place until the deal in done in Amherst. Ways and Means 
supports the amendment. John Harvey from the Conservation Commission said a portion of the 
revenue from the sale of timber could go to meadow management. Ted Landon motioned to 
amend the article so that it is assured that the money from the sale of land to Bedford would be 
applied to lower the principal on the bond. Jan Bunker said if the land was appraised at $750,000 
why was the town paying 1.3 million. Further negotiations between the seller and the Board of 
Selectmen were possible. And that they could renegotiate the price. Both the Board of Selectmen 
and the Ways and Means Committee supported this amendment. Many residents spoke in favor 
of this purchase including Nan Stearns who wanted to go on record to say that this purchase is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity. Bob Heaton motioned to include the words “not to exceed” 
before all places where the dollar amount was stated. There was a short discussion on this 
amendment. Moderator Schaumann read the entire article as amended. The article would be 
placed on the ballot as amended. Motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 25: EMS Cardiac Defibrillation Equipment Replacement 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of seventy-four thousand and five 


hundred fifty dollars ($74,550) for the purpose of purchasing two 12-Lead EKG Cardiac 
Monitor/Pacemaker/Defibrillators and four Automated External Defibrillators (AED’s) to replace 
the current two LP-12 and four LP-500 AED’s for the EMS Department or to take any action 
relative thereto. This is a non-lapsing Special Warrant Article in accordance with RSA 32. 
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(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means Committee 
unanimously supports this article.) 
This article has an estimated tax impact of 3.04. 


Selectman Panasiti and EMS Director Brian Gleason explained the article. There was no 
discussion. Placed on the ballot as written and motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 26: EMS Cardiac Resuscitation Equipment 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of thirteen thousand and two 


hundred thirty-seven dollars ($13,237) for the purpose of purchasing one Zoll AutoPulse® 
System with Pass Thru devices to outfit Amherst EMS Ambulance | with a new automatic CPR 
Compression Unit for the EMS Department or to take any action relative thereto. This is a non- 
lapsing Special Warrant Article in accordance with RSA 32, 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means Committee 
by a vote of 6-1 supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01. 


Selectman Panasiti and EMS Director Brian Gleason spoke to the article. The equipment was 
demonstrated. There was no discussion. It was placed on the ballot as worded. Motion to 
restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 27; DPW Replacement Trucks 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to enter into a five (5) year municipal 


lease agreement for the purpose of acquiring a fully equipped ten-wheeled dump truck and a one 
ton dump truck complete with plow and sander for the Amherst Public Works Department and to 
raise and appropriate the sum of fifty-nine thousand and eighty dollars ($59,080) for the first 
year’s rental for that purpose or take any other action relative thereto. The lease agreement 
contains a clause which will allow the town to invalidate the lease if the town meeting fails to 
approve this annual rental (escape clause). The total rental for the full five year term of this lease, 
(assuming the town meeting appropriates the rental in each of the years), will be the amount of 
$295,400. This is a special article in accordance with RSA 32. 

(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 4-1 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.03. 


Selectman Grella spoke to the article. Ways and Means unanimously supports the article. Ted 
Landon Made a motion to delete $59,080 and insert $0 and was seconded. Ways and Means were 
opposed. Bruce Berry said that 25 towns have | or more ten wheelers. Tom Grella said that with 
road rebuilding the town needs that type of truck. After some further discussion the Moderator 
called for a vote and the amendment was defeated. There was no further discussion. The article 
was placed on the ballot as worded and a motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 28: Baboosic Lake Phase IV Community Septic Design 


To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of fourteen thousand five and 
hundred dollars ($14,500) for design and grant applications pertaining to Phase IV of the 
Baboosic Lake Community Septic System, and further to authorize the Selectmen to apply for 
and receive any funding or grants that may be available to offset or otherwise reimburse the Town 
for said costs in the event that the contemplated project is implemented. 

(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 4-1 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01. 
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Selectman George Infanti spoke to this article. Ways and Means were in favor. Bonnie Knott 
commented that she thought this was self funded by users. Infanti explained that preliminary 
engineering work needed to be done. Ifa grant was approved the town would be reimbursed and 
that the Board was optimistic that it would be approved. There was no further discussion. It was 
placed on ballot as worded and motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Selectmen Bowler spoke to the article and Fire Chief Rick Todd explained the need. Placed on 
ballot as worded. Motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 29; Fire Department Engine 1 Refurbishment 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty thousand and six hundred 


dollars ($20,600) for the purpose of refurbishment and corrosion repair of a 1994 Pierce Fire 
Pumper known as Engine | or take any action relative thereto. This is a non-lapsing Special 
Warrant Article in accordance with RSA 32. 

(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 4-1 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01. 


Selectmen Bowler spoke to the article and Fire Chief Rick Todd explained the need. Placed on 
ballot as worded. Motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 30: Recreational Facilities Capital Reserve Fund 


To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to two hundred fifty thousand 
($250,000.00) from the unexpended fund balance (surplus), to the extent that funds are available 
in said fund balance, that no additional amounts are raised from taxation, and that said funds are 
placed into the Recreational Facilities Capital Reserve Fund, previously established. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote, As this article has no tax impact, 
the Ways and Means Committee takes no position on this article.) 

This article has no tax impact. 


Selectman Panasiti presented this article explaining that revenue from auto registrations for a 
leasing company that chose the Town of Amherst to register its vehicles was the reason for this 
money to be available. If this article is voted down the town would not be receiving this money. 
Mark Vincent motioned to change the amount from $250,000 to $0 and was seconded. Dana 
Redmond explained that this money has been used by the Recreation Commission for the benefit 
of field maintenance. After a short discussion the motion was voted to be withdrawn. The 
original wording was placed on the ballot. Motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 31: Fire Apparatus Capital Reserve Fund 


To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one hundred fifty thousand 
($150,000) Dollars, to be added to the Fire Apparatus Capital Reserve Fund, previously 
established, and to further appoint the Selectmen as agents to expend from this fund in 
accordance with RSA 35:15 II or take any action relative thereto. 

(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 4-1 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.08. 


Selectman Bowler spoke to this article. There was little discussion. It was placed on the ballot as 
worded and motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 
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Article 32: Ambulance Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-two thousand dollars 


($22,000) to be added to the Ambulance Capital Reserve Fund previously established. 
(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 4-1 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01. 


Reed Panasiti spoke to this article. One ambulance will need to be replaced in 2011. There was 
no discussion and it was placed on the ballot as worded. Motion to restrict reconsideration 
passed. 


Article 33; Assessing Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars 


($25,000) to be added to the Assessing Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund previously established. 
(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 4-1 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of 3.01. 


Selectman George Infanti spoke to this article. There was no discussion. Placed on Ballot as 
worded and a vote to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 34: Communications Center Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to 


be added to the Communications Center Capital Reserve Fund previously established. 
(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 4-1 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of less than $.01. 


Selectman Bowler spoke to this article. Would be used to replace equipment as needed. There 
was no discussion. Placed on ballot as written. Motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 35: Town 250" Anniversary Celebration Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) to 


be added to the Town 250" Anniversary Celebration Capital Reserve Fund previously 
established. 

(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 4-1 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of less than 8.01. 


Selectman Grella introduced this article. There was no discussion. Placed on ballot as written 
and a motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 36: Forestview Cemetery Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of fifteen thousand dollars 


($15,000) to be added to the Forestview Cemetery Capital Reserve Fund previously established. 
(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 3-2 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01. 


Selectman Infanti spoke to this article. There was no discussion. Placed on ballot as worded and 
a motion to restrict reconsideration passed, 
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Article 37; Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty thousand dollars 


($20,000) to be added to the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund previously established. 
(The Board of Selectmen by a vote of 4-1 recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means 
Committee unanimously supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of $.01. 


This article was presented by Selectman Grella. There was no discussion. Placed on ballot as 
worded and motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 38: Health and Human Service Agencies 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of forty thousand dollars ($40,000) 


to support the health and human service agencies which provide service to Amherst residents, the 
amount of the grant and identity of the receiving organization to be determined by the Selectmen 
as they, in their judgment, deem appropriate; said agencies to include, but not necessarily be 
limited to, the following: St. John Neumann Food Pantry; Court Appointed Special Advocates for 
Children; American Red Cross; Big Brothers and Sisters; Host Homes; Bridges; Nashua 
Community Council; Home, Health and Hospice Care; Keystone Hall; Nashua Area Health 
Center; Opportunity Networks; St. Joseph Community Services; Child Advocacy Center; Nashua 
Mediation Service; NH Association for the Blind; and Souhegan Valley Interfaith Housing Corp. 
(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a yes vote. The Ways and Means Committee 
by a vote of 4-3 supports this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of 3.02. 


Moderator Schaumann read this article but the $40,000 had been voted to be placed in the budget. 
Selectman Galinson motioned to delete $40,000 and insert $1.00 in the article. Ways and Means 
supports by a vote of 6-1. No further discussion. Was placed on ballot as written and motion to 
restrict reconsideration passed. 


Article 39; Souhegan Valley Transportation Collaborative Subsidy (Submitted by Petition) 
To see if the Town will vote to participate in the Souhegan Valley Transportation Collaborative 
and include $5,500 in the town budget to help support rides for Town residents to social service 
agencies, pharmacies, and health care appointments, including doctor visits, dialysis, physical 
therapy and hospital and counseling services, or any other trips mandated by law. The Souhegan 
Valley Transportation Collaborative will contract with Nashua Transit System to offer rides 
within and between Milford, Hollis, Amherst and Brookline and to and from Nashua. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a no vote. The Ways and Means Committee 
unanimously does not support this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of less than $.01. 


A motion was made by Carolyn Mitchell to amend the article as follows: 


To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,500 for the purpose of 
providing the Town’s share of funding to the Souhegan Valley Transportation 
Collaborative(SVCT) in order to implement a transportation service providing rides within the 
designated service areas to seniors, people with disabilities, and the general public. 


Neither the Board of Selectmen or Ways and Means supported this due to lack of use in this 


town. There was little discussion. Article passed as amended and a vote to restrict 
reconsideration passed. 
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Article 40: Merrimack Valley Regional Water District Legal Fees (Submitted by Petition) 
Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for the 
purpose of payment for legal fees being provided to the Merrimack Valley Regional Water 
District by attorneys for the Water District. 

(The Board of Selectmen unanimously recommends a no vote. The Ways and Means Committee 
unanimously does not support this article.) 

This article has an estimated tax impact of less than §.01. 


The Board of Selectmen opposes this article as does Ways and Means. Placed on ballot as 
worded and motion to restrict reconsideration passed. 


The deliberative portion of the meeting was adjourned at 11:07 PM. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Nancy A Demers 
Town Clerk 
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OFFICIAL BALLOT 


ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION 
AMHERST, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
MARCH 10, 2009 
Article 21. 
To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing terms as follows: 
SELECTMEN (3 Years) TREASURER (3 Years) 
Vote for Two Vote for One 
“Joe” Esposito 594 Elizabeth Overholt 1624 
“Jim” O’Mara, Jr. 1307 
Linda Siwik 538 CEMETERY TRUSTEE (3 Years) 
Bruce Bowler 1133 Vote for One 
Kevin Grassett 714 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (3 Years) William Belvin 1009 
Vote for Two 
Douglas H. Kirkwood 1319 LIBRARY TRUSTEE (3 Years) 
Carl Miller 1197 Vote for Two 
David Hallenbeck 705 
TRUSTEE OF THE TRUST FUNDS (3 Years) Richard W. Martini 765 
Vote for One Nancy T. Baker 1269 


Richard C. Kimball 1373 


Article 22. Road Reconstruction Bond 
YES 1018 NO 1284 
Article 23. Operating Budget 
YES 936 NO 1350 
Article 24, Martin Open Space Land Purchase (Submitted by Petition) 
YES 956 NO 1327 
Article 25, EMS Cardiac Defibrillation Equipment Replacement 
YES 1789 NO 495 
Article 26. EMS Cardiac Resuscitation Equipment 


YES 1814 NO 467 


Article 27. 


Article 28. 


Article 29. 


Article 30. 


Article 31. 


Article 32. 


Article 33. 


Article 34. 


Article 35. 


Article 36. 


Article 37. 


DPW Replacement Trucks 

YES 695 NO 1558 
Baboosic Lake Phase IV Community Septic Design 

YES 131] NO 952 
Fire Department Engine 1 Refurbishment 

YES 1226 NO 1034 
Recreational Facilities Capital Reserve Fund 

YES 1321 NO 947 
Fire Apparatus Capital Reserve Fund 

YES 779 NO 1478 
Ambulance Capital Reserve Fund 

YES 1296 NO 964 
Assessing Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund 

YES 926 NO 1297 
Communications Center Capital Reserve Fund 

YEOni33 NO 1109 
Town 250" Anniversary Celebration Capital Reserve Fund 

YES 1083 NO 1175 
Forestview Cemetery Capital Reserve 

YES 589 NO 1646 
Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund 


YES 867 NO 1369 
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Article 38. 


Article 39. 


Article 40. 


Article 41. 


Health and Human Service Agencies 
YES 1453 NO 779 


Souhegan Valley Transportation Collaborative Subsidy 
(Submitted by Petition) 


YES 887 NO 1317 


Merrimack Valley Regional Water District Legal Fees 
(Submitted by Petition) 


YES 312 NO 1892 
Revise wording in Art. III, Section 3.14 Renewable Energy Systems, 
Subsection 3.14.1 and add a new Sub-section 3.14.2 Small Wind Energy 


Systems for constructing wind towers and turbines. 


YES 1364 NO 608 


Article 42, Revise wording in Art. VIII, Section 8.4 Impact Fee Ordinance, to allow 


Article 43. 


The preparation of Impact Fee assessments on residential and 
commercial / industrial developments. 


YES 1150 NO 785 


Revise wording in Art. VIII, Section 8.5 Affordable Housing, to bring it 
into conformance with SB 342. The Workforce Housing Law. 


YES 1230 NO 710 
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Town of Amherst 
JULY 14, 2009 - SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
WARRANT ARTICLES 


Article 1: Phase IV Baboosic Lake Community Septic 


To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $425,000 (gross budget) for the 
purpose of designing, purchasing, installing equipment and constructing Phase IV of the Baboosic 
Lake Community Septic system, and to authorize the issuance of not more than $425,000 of 
bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and, 
further, to authorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine 
the conditions and the rate of interest thereon; and to further authorize the Selectmen to offset a 
portion of said appropriation by applying for, contracting for and expending American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009, (ARRA), funds in the amount not more than $212,500, with the 
balance to be raised by the sale of said bonds, and to further authorize the Selectmen to contract 
for and expend any additional aid or grants that may be available for this project and to further 
authorize interest earned on this bond to be utilized to pay costs associated with this project, it 
being further understood that no funds will be raised through taxation and any debt service or 
other costs associated with this project will be assessed to users of the system in accordance with 
RSA 149-1:7, or to take any other action relative thereto. 


This requires a (60%) supermajority (secret yes/no ballot vote) to pass 


Article 2: “COPS” Grant 


Shall the Town of Amherst vote to hire one ( 1 ) new full-time officer for the police department 
effective January 1, 2010; said hiring to be conditioned upon receiving a grant for 100% of an 
entry level officers’ wages and benefits from the COPS Hiring Recovery Program, said funds to 
be received from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which if awarded would 
provide wages and benefits for three (3) years and require the town to fund the positions awarded 
under the grant for the 4" year. 


The grant obligation period is four years. The estimated expense and revenue will be included in 
future years’ operating and default budgets as follows: 


Year Total Expense Revenue from "COPS" Grant Town's Net Obligation 
FY2010(1/2 Yr) $32,309 $ 32,309 $ 0 
FY2011 $ 68,275 $ 66,560 are Fe 
FY2012 $ 72,154 $ 70,327 $ 1,827 
FY2013 $ 76,270 $ 38,272 $ 37,997 
FY2014 (1/2 Yr) $39,718 $ 0 39,718 
$288,728 $ 207,469 $ 81,258 


This requires a simple majority to pass. 


Given under our hands and seal this 15" day of June 2009: 


George Infanti, Chairman Brad Galinson 
Thomas Grella, Vice Chairman James O’Mara, Jr. 
Bruce Bowler 
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TOWN OF AMHERST 
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
July 14, 2009 


The meeting was called to order by Moderator Robert Schaumann at 7:10PM. 100 voters 
checked in. He said that voters would vote on both articles. We would use a 

Yes or No ‘tear off ballot. The second article was discussed after the first. Other than the ballot 
vote, voters would hold up yellow cards. He would accept no amendments to amendments. There 
would be a 3 minute rule for speakers. A voter coming to the microphone must state his name 
and address. These ruled passed. Motion to restrict reconsideration of these rules passed. 


Article 1: Phase IV Baboosic Lake Community Septic 


To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $425,000 (gross budget) for the 
purpose of designing, purchasing, installing equipment and constructing Phase IV of the Baboosic 
Lake Community Septic system, and to authorize the issuance of not more than $425,000 of 
bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and, 
further, to authorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine 
the conditions and the rate of interest thereon; and to further authorize the Selectmen to gffset a 
portion of said appropriation by applying for, contracting for and expending American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009, (ARRA), funds in the amount not more than $212,500, with the 
balance to be raised by the sale of said bonds, and to further authorize the Selectmen to contract 
for and expend any additional aid or grants that may be available for this project and to further 
authorize interest earned on this bond to be utilized to pay costs associated with this project, it 
being further understood that no funds will be raised through taxation and any debt service or 
other costs associated with this project will be assessed to users of the system in accordance with 
RSA 149-I:7, or to take any other action relative thereto. 


This requires a (2/3") supermajority (secret yes/no ballot vote) to pass 


Legislation had been passed two weeks prior that changed the vote requirement to 60%. The 
Moderator then read the Article. Selectman Bruce Bowler motioned for passage and was 
seconded by Selectman Thomas Grella. Selectman George Infanti spoke to the Article. He said 
that 3 phases had been completed with no town funds. Passage would allow federal stimulus 
money with user fees to pay for this project. If the federal funds were not available, the project 
would not go forward at this time. Ways and Means Chairman John Siemienowicz reported that 
his committee was in favor. Dr. James Starke then asked if it was mandatory to connect and was 
told it was not. He asked a series of questions regarding the system. None of the phases are 
gravity systems, but rather low pressure pump systems. Ifa current system fails, the home owner 
would not be required to tie in however it would be less expensive to tie in than replace a system. 
Other voters expressed concern over the cost. Cheryl Maloon said Phase 2 cost more than they 
thought. Other voters encouraged passage. Dr. Starke asked technical questions. Selectman 
Infanti said that the town has engineers to draw the plans. The system would be maintained by 
the Department of Public Works and we also have consultants to help maintain it, the costs go to 
the town and passed on to the users. The Moderator accepted a motion to call the question and it 
passed. He explained the voting process and accepted a motion to recess for 20 minutes to allow 
balloting and the polls would remain open for | hour, until 8:47PM. 


The Moderator called the meeting back to order at 7:59, seeing that all present had voted. He 
then read the second article. 
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Article 2: “COPS” Grant 


Shall the Town of Amherst vote to hire one ( 1 ) new full-time officer for the police department 
effective January 1, 2010; said hiring to be conditioned upon receiving a grant for 100% of an 
entry level officers’ wages and benefits from the COPS Hiring Recovery Program, said funds to 
be received from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which if awarded would 
provide wages and benefits for three (3) years and require the town to fund the positions awarded 
under the grant for the 4” year. 


The grant obligation period is four years. The estimated expense and revenue will be included in 
future years’ operating and default budgets as follows: 


Year Total Expense Revenue from "COPS" Grant Town's Net Obligation 
FY2010 (1/2 Yr) — $32,309 $ 32,309 $ 0 
FY2011 $ 68,275 $ 66,560 Sul f15 
FY2012 $ 72,154 $ 70,327 $ 1,827 
FY2013 $ 76,270 $ 38,272 $ 37,997 
FY2014 (1/2 Yr) $39,718 $0 39,718 
$288,728 $ 207,469 $ 81,258 


This requires a simple majority to pass 


Motion was made by Selectman Infanti and seconded by Selectman Bowler for passage. 

Chief Peter Lyon said that this position was proposed in this year’s budget but was removed when 
the town went to a default budget. He spoke to the need of this additional officer. Ways and 
Means approved. Chief Lyon reported that the grant application opened on March 16, 2009 

and was submitted on April 10. Awards would be a announced by September 30". The stimulus 
grant would pay 100% for 3 years. The town would be obligated to pay a fourth year. The 
estimated expense and revenue would be included in future years’ default budgets as stated 
above. George Infanti said the Board of Selectmen approved it by a unanimous vote. Ways and 
Means supported it by a vote of 7-1. Chief Lyon pointed out that there would be no obligation to 
pay it back, that had changed, but we could apply for an exemption. If we lost the exemption we 
could not apply for another COPS grant for 3 years. There was further discussion from voters, 
some for and some against. The Moderator called for the vote. Of the 78 voters remaining at the 
meeting, 56 voted Yes, 22 voted No. The Article passed. Motion to restrict reconsideration 
passed. 


Moderator Schaumann then announced the results of Article 1. 93 Yes, 7 No. Article 1 passed. 
Motion to restrict reconsideration passed. The Moderator declared the polls closed at 8:47PM. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:53PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Nancy A Demers 
Town Clerk 
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